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Rev.  D.  Good  Willie,  D.  D. 
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J^mfaht§. 


^T  was  the  unanimous  request  of  the  large  audience  present  at  the  Semi- 
^  Centennial  Celebration  at  Liberty,  that  the  proceedings  should  be  pub- 
lished. Other  friends  of  Mr.  Goodwillie,  former  members  of  his  charge,  now 
residing  in  different  and  distant  parts  of  the  country,  have  since  urgently  joined 
in  this  request,  as  also  some  who  on  account  of  advanced  age  and  infirmities  could 
not  be  present.  In  compliance  with  this  united  request  this  pamphlet  is  publish- 
ed. 

It  may  be  added,  that,  in  this  Centennial  Year,  when  the  history  of  Presbyte- 
rian Congregations  of  every  order  is  so  much  in  demand,  such  a  document  mav 
not  be  without  interest  to  the  Church  at  large.  It  recounts  the  early  history  o'f 
one  of  the  oldest  Congregations  of  the  country  ;  and  it  is  rarely,  indeed,  in  these 
days  of  short  pastorates,  that  we  are  permitted  to  record  the  triumphlnt  close 
of  one  so  long  and  so  successful.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  now  but  one 
other  pastor,  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  who  has  ministered  to  the  same 
congregation  for  half  a  century. 


Q 


'^'S^-EV.  DAVID  GOODWILLIE,  D.  D.,  was  born  at  Barnet,  Caledonia  Coan- 
^JjgW;  ty,  Vermont,  August  28tli,  1802.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland. 
His  father  was  a  very  able  and  successful  minister  of  the  Associate  Church. 
An  account  of  his  life  and  labors  maybe  seen  in  "  Sprague's  Annals  of  tiie  Amer- 
ican Pulpit."  He  was  educated  in  Scotland,  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Associate 
Synod,  and  by  that  body  sent  to  America  to  labor  in  the  gospel  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1788.  Having  received 
a  unanimous  call  from  the  Associate  congregation  of  Barnet,  Vermont,  he  was 
settled  there  in  1790.  This  was  his  only  pastorate.  Here  he  labored  nearly  forty 
years  with  great  acceptance  and  success,  and  was  only  released  from  his  labors  by 
death.  He  died  August  2d,  1830,  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age,  and  the  52d  of  his 
ministrv.  Four  years  before  his  death,  on  account  of  increasing  infirmities,  his 
son  Thomas  was  settled  with  him  as  co-pastor.  He  also  like  his  father  continued 
with  the  congregation  during  his  life.  He  died  in  1867,  after  a  happy  and  suc- 
cessful pastorate  of  forty  one  years.  Thus  the  united  pastorates  of  the  father  and 
son,  in  the  same  congregation,  extended  over  a  period  of  seventy  seven  years. 

But  to  revert  to  the  subject  of  this  notice — The  fiither  being  unable  to  give  his 
sons  as  liberal  an  education  as  he  desired,  unexpectedly  received  a  letter  from  David 
Henderson,  a  brother  of  his  wife,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Fredricksburg,  Virginia, 
and  an  eminently  pious  and  benevolent  man,  oflering  him  §150  a  year  to  aid  liiiu 
in  the  education  of  his  sons,  with  a  view  to  the  gospel  ministry.  We  deem  this 
occurrence  worthy  of  special  mention  because  Dr.  Goodwillie  has  always  regarded 
it  as  a  Providential  indication  of  his  call  to  the  ministry.  His  father  gladly  ac- 
cepted this  generous  offer  so  opportunely  made,  and  his  two  oldest  sons  Thomas 
and  David  were  sent  to  Cambridge,  New  York,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  their 
brother-in  law.  Rev.  Alexander  Bullions.  Here  they  attended  the  old  Cam- 
bridge Academy  for  four  years,  and  then  entered  the  Sophomore  class  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  graduating  there  in  1820.  They 
then  attended  the  Eastern  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Associate  Church, 
established  at   Philadelphia.     They  were   licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Cam- 


bl-idge,  September  28tli,  1823,  at  Eyegate,  Vermont,  their  father  being  tlie  Moder- 
ator and  giving  them  a  solemn  cliarge  to  be   faithful.     On  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  supply  they  were  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  third  year,  with  instructions  to  re- 
turn to  the  .Seminary  the  following  winter.     Having  completed  their  course  at  the 
Seminary  they  started  for  PhiladelpJiia  on  horseback  to  supply  the  vacant  congre- 
gations in  North  and  South  Carolina,   being   appointed   thereto   by  Synod.     On 
their  way  they  visited  their  uncle  in  Fredricksburg,  Virginia,   who  had  contrib- 
uted so  generously  to  aid  in  their  education.     When  they  had  supplied   the  nu- 
merous vacancies  in  the  Presbytery  of  the  Carolinas  they  crossed  the   Allegheny 
Mountains  to  the  vacant  congregations  in  Blount  County,  East  Tennesee,  thence  to 
Carmel,  Ind.,  thence  to  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  the  vacancies  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
On  leaving  Xenia  the  two  brothers  who  had  been  so  long  together  were  separated, 
their  appointments  being  now  in  different  Presbyteries,  and  were  never  afterwards 
much  together.  Thomas  was  settled  at  Barnet,  Vermont,  as  before  stated.  David  went 
to  the  Presbyteries  of  Chartiers  and  Ohio,  and  in  the  winter  of  1825,  preached  for 
the  first  time  in  tlie  congregations  where  he  was  afterwards  settled.     He  then  re- 
turned by  the  way  of  Pittsburgh,    Philadelphia,  New  York   and    Cambridge,  to 
Barnet,  his  native  place,     Here  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  dispensation  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.    Having  accepted  the  call  from  the  congregations  of  Poland,  Lib- 
erty and  Deer  Creek,    he  was  appointed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Cambridge  to  visit, 
on  his  way  thither,  their  vacancies  in  Upper  Canada.     This  done  he  arrived  at 
the  place  of  his  destination  and  preached  at  Deer  Creek,  on  the  fourth  Sabbath  of 
October,  1825,  assisted  Mr.  Murray  in  dispensing  the  Communion  thereon  the 
tifth  Sabbath  ;  preached  at  Poland  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  November,  and  at  Lib- 
erty on  the  second.     During  these  two  years  of  missionary  labor  he  visited  every 
extreme  outpost   of  the   Associate  Church  at  that  time,  viz :   Barnet,   Vermont 
Winnsborough,  South  Carolina,  Blount  Ccnmty,  Tennessee,  Carmel,  Indiana,  Mans- 
field, Ohio  and  Dumfries  (  now  Gait )    Upper  Canada.     All  these  long  journeys 
were  performed  on  horseback  amidst   innumerable    difficulties   and   discourage- 
ments.    The  early  part  of  his  ministry  too,  was  fraught  wifh. difficulties  and  hard- 
ships, such  as  are  unknown  to  ministers  in   modern   times.     He  was  ordained  at 
Deer  Creek  on  the  26th  day  of  April,  1826.     Rev.  John  Donaldson,    his  brother- 
in-law,  preached  the  ordination  sermon  from  Jeremiah  23  :  28,  "The  prophet  that 
hath  a  dream  let  him  tell  a  dream  ;  and  he  that  hath   my  word  let  him  speak  my 
word  faithfully  :  what  is  tli  e  chaff  to  the  wheat  ?  saith  the  Lord  ;"  and  Mr.  Murray 
delivered  the  charges  to  the  pastor  and  the  congregations.     As  stated  in  his  fare- 
well address,  he  resigned  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  congregation  of  Deer  Creek, 
February  26th,  1883,  that  of  Poland  April  12th,  1859,  and  he  voluntarily  retired 
from  the  pastorate  of  Liberty,  November  9th,  1875,  having  served  that  congrega- 


tion  faithfuliy  for  half  a  century.  No  man  can  measure  the  fruits  of  this  half- 
century  of  pastoral  labor.  His  success  is  by  no  means  to  be  estimated  merely  by 
the  results  seen  in  his  late  pastoral  charge.  Other  congregations  have  reaped 
largely  of  his  sowing.  The  writer  can  say  that  three  elders  and  many  members 
of  St  former  charge  in  the  West,  and  six  elders  and  a  large  part  of  the  membership 
in  his  present  charge  were  trained  under  the  pastoral  care  of  this  veteran  worker. 
And  all  that  he  has  done  to  build  up  other  churches,  in  various  part.^  of  our 
country,  will  not  be  known  until  that  day  when  every  good  and  faithful  servant 
shall  receive  his  reward. 

Besides  the  work  done  in  his  pastoral  charge,  Dr.  Goodwillif-  has  always  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  church.  He  has  always  been  re- 
markably faithful  in  his  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  various  church  courts, 
and  his  presence  there  has  been  a  power  for  good,  and  often  his  kind  and 
peaceful  words  have  been  like  oil  on  the  troubled  waters.  The  educational  inter- 
ests of  the  church  have  always  been  dear  to  him.  He  attended  the  first  meeting 
that  laid  the  foundation  of  Westminster  College,  delivered  the  address  at  the  in- 
auo-uration  of  its  first  president,  and  was  president  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  .sev- 
eral years.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  was  conferred  on  him,  by  that  insti- 
tution, in  1875.  He  was  also  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  Allegheny  U.  P.  Theological  Seminary. 

Mr.  Goodwillie  was  married  on  April  20th,  1827,  to  Frances  Hamill,  daughter 
of  John  Hamill,  of  Mercer  County  Pennsylvania.  She  has  ever  proved  a  most 
faithful  and  efficient  helpmeet  for  him,  and  their  domestic  relations  have  always 
been  most  happy.  True,  more  than  once  the  shadows  have  fallen  darkly  upon 
their  home.  Two  of  their  children  died  in  their  early  childhood.  But  their 
latest  and  deepest  sorrow  was  the  loss  of  their  "youngest  daughter  Frances  Jane. 
She  was  taken  from  them  September  14th,  1869,  in  the  24th  year  of  her  age,  after 
a  long  and  painful  illness  which  she  bore  with  Christian  patience  and  resignation. 
She  died  in  the  full  faith  of  the  gospel,  and  their  hope  is  that  this  beloved  daugh- 
ter with  the  dear  little  ones  who  sleep  in  Jesus,  will  He  one  day  bring  with  him. 
Their  eldest  son  is  the  Kev.  D.  H.  Goodwillie,  of  Commerce,  Michigan.  He 
was  named  "David  Henderson,"  in  honor  of  the  worthy  generous  hearted  uncle, 
before  mentioned,  of  Fredricksburg,  Virginia.  He  is  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  honored  father,  and  is  said  by  them  who  know  him  well,  to  be  a  man  of  like  tem- 
per and  spirit.  He  is  well  known  to  the  church,  as  one  of  our  most  devoted  and 
successful  ministers.  Their  youngest  son  Thomas  is  a  respectable  merchant  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Their  only  surviving  daughter,  Mary  Bullions,  is  the  wife  of 
Kev.  A.  F.  Ashton,  pastor  of  the  U.  P.  Congregation  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Mon- 
roe, Ohio.     They   have   the  joy    of  seeing   all  their  children   walking   in  the 


truth.  They  were  all  present  at  tlie  Semi-Centennial  Celebration  and  on 
the  Sabbath  previous  the  son  and  son-in-law  assisted  their  f\ither  in  the  dispensa- 
tion of  his  last  communion  as  pastor  of  Liberty  congregation. 

Though  Dr.  Goodwillie  has  formally  retired  from  the  pastorate  of  the  congre- 
gation, yet  he  seems  as  much  the  pastor  as  ever,  except  that  he  does  not  preach. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  the  writer  met  him  at  the  house  of  mourning,  and  heard  him 
speak  words  of  comfort  to  the  bereaved,  though  to  perform  this  kind  office,  he 
must  have  traveled  at  least  fifteen  miles  over  roads  that  were  appalling.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  earnest  wishes  of  his  devoted  people  he  has  determined  to  end 
his  days  with  them  in  quiet  and  peace. 

Youngstown,   Ohio,  March  loth,  1875.  J.  M.  WALLA.CE. 


Stakmeni. 


^l^XTRACT  from  the  minutes  of  a  meeting  of  the  U.   P.  Presbytery 
'^S  of  Cleveland,  held  at  Northfield,  Ohio,  August  9th,  1875. 

The  following  paper  laid  on  the  table  at  the  last  meeting,  was  taken 
up. 

To  the  U.  F.  Presbytery  of  Cleveland,  to  meet  at  Liberty,  May  Ath,  1875. 

Dear  Brethren  : —  I  hereby  tender 
you  my  resignation  of  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  U.  P.  Congregation  of 
Liberty,  to  take  effect  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  November  next,  when  I 
shall  have  completed  the  fiftieth  year  of  my  pastorate,  of  said  congre- 
gation. I  ask  your  acceptance  of  this  my  resignation,  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons : 

1st.  My  advanced  age  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  discharge  the 
public  and  private  duties,  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  they  ought 
to  be  performed. 

2d.  The  condition  of  the  congregation  requires  another  pastor, 
younger  in  years,  and  of  greater  activity  and  energy  to  labor  among 
them. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  your  serious  consideration,  this  4th  day  , 
of  May,  1675. 

David  Goodwillie. 

The  following  paper  was  presented  h\  the  congregation  : 
Whereas,  We  have  been  notified  that  our  venerable  pastor.  Rev. 
David  Goodwillie,  D.  D.,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of  Cleve- 
land, on  the  4th  day  of  May,  1875,  did  present  to  the  presbytery,  his 
resignation  of  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  congregation  of  Liberty,  to 
take  effect  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  November,  1875,  Avhen  he  shall  have 
completed  his  fiftieth  year  as  pastor  of  said  congregation;  therefore- 
Resolved  1.  That  though  our  venerable  pastor,  has  outlived  his 
generation,  we  do  not  by  any  means  feel  that  he  has  outlived  his  use- 
fulness amongst  us,  and  we  would  love  to  have  him  continue  to  go  out 
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and  in  before  us,  and  break  unto  us  the  bread  of  life,  if  he  should   not 
feel  that  the  labor  would  be  too  great  for  one  of  of  his  advanced  years. 

2.  That  our  pastor  has  during  his  long  and  successful  pastorate, 
been  universally  and  highly  esteemed  and  respected,  and  has  not  to-day 
a  single  enemy,  either  in  the  church  or  community,  but  is  still  vener- 
ated and  beloved  by  us  all.  Yet  if  he  still  feels  that  his  advanced  age 
renders  it  impossible  for  him  to  continue  with  us  as  our  pastor,  and 
should  he  still  press  his  resignation,  for  this  reason,  we  will  with  much 
regret  and  great  reluctance,  acquiesce  in  it,  on  this  ground,  and  for  this 
reason  alone. 

3.  We  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  faithfulness  of  our  beloved 
pastor,  during  all  these  long  years,  in  his  works  of  faith,  and  labors  of 
love,  to  express  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  Great  King  and  Head  of 
the  Church,  that  he  has  permitted  us  so  long  to  enjoy  the  administra- 
tions of  such  a  pastor,  and  if  he  must  be  separated  from  us,  that  we  part 
with  him  with  such  feelings  of  sadness  and  tender  affections  as  no 
words  can  properly  express. 

4.  That  we  will  be  pleased  to  have  our  pastor  continue  to  make  his  home 
amongst  us,  and  in  consideration  of  his  long  and  faithful  service,  will 
feel  it  to  be  a  duty,  as  wellas  a  privilege  to  minister  to  his  temporal  and 
pecuniary  wants. 

5.  That  should  our  pastor  be  willing  to  comply  with  our  request  to 
continue  to  make  his  home  amongst  us,  we  desire  and  request  that 
he  may  sustain  to  us  the  relation  of  retired  pastor,  or  pastor  emeritus, 
so  that  we  may  still  have  the  privilege  of  enjoying  his  ministrations* 
whenever  he  may  be  able  to  favor  us  with  them,  without  disturbing 
that  rest  and  quiet,  which  his  advanced  age,  and  long  and  faithful  la- 
bors so  much  demand. 

James  B.  Kennedy,  Chairman. 

Wm.  B.  Stewart,  Secretary. 

After  hearing  Father  Goodwillie,  and  the  commissioner  from  the 
congregation,  and  after  serious  consideration,  the  resignation  was  accep- 
ted. 

Presbytery  resolved  to  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Father  ' 
Goodwillie's  settlement  at  Liberty,  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  1875, 
and  appointed  Revs.  J.  M.   Wallace,  J.  W.   Logue,  H.  A,  McDonald 
and  Mr.  Stewart  Denison,  a  committee  to  make  arrangement  for  the 
same. 


SeiHf'Betifmnml  Qyxe^cUe^. 


^HE  close  of  Rev.  Dr.  David  Goodwillie's  long  pastorate  at 
^Liberty,  Ohio,  was  celebrated  with  appropriate  exercises  at  the 
church,  on  November  9th,  1875.  As  might  be  expected, 
an  occasion  so  rare  and  remarkable  brought  together  a  large  con- 
course of  people.  The  church  though  not  small,  \vas  much  too  small 
on  this  notable  day.  Every  part  of  it  was  densely  packed,  and  even 
standing  room  inside  the  building  could  not  be  obtained  by  all. 
Many  were  obliged  to  content  themselves  with  a  position  near  the 
doors  and  windows.  The  congregation  of  Liberty,  of  course,  were 
present  in  full  force ;  and  many  former  members  from  distant  parts 
of  the  country  came  to  look  once  more  on  the  face  of  the  good  old 
pastor  of  other  years.  Large  numbers  were  present  from  all  the 
neighboring  United  Presbyterian  congregations,  and  all  denomina- 
tions were  well  represented.  Indeed  the  whole  community  seemed  to 
have  assembled  to  do  honor  to  the  good  old  man  of  God,  so  long 
universally  respected  and  loved. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Wallace,  of  Youngstown,  was  called  to  the  chair,  an  d 
introduced  the  exercises  with  the  following  address  of  welcome. 


Jlddrc'M 

By  REV,  J.  M.  WALLACE. 
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:-?:2iij^E,IENDS,  having  been  appointed  to  preside  on  this  oceasion, 
I  greet  you  in  the  name  of  the  congregation  of  Liberty,  and 
the  Presbytery  of  Cleveland,  and  bid  you  welcome.  In  the 
name  of  the  venerable  pastor  of  this  church,  I  hail  you,  and  welcome 
you.  Some  of  you  are  here  to  day  as  mere  spectators.  To  you  we  say, 
welcome ;  and  there  are  those  here  who  belong  to  other  branches 
of  the  church.  To  you  we  say,  that  we  do  not  address  you  as 
members  of  other  churches,  but  as  members  of  the  same  church  ; 
for  though  you  may  be  called  by  different  names,  yet  we  know 
there  is  but  one  church,  and  we  therefore  greet  you'  as  Christian 
brethren,  and  as  such  we  welcome  you  here  to-day.  But  there  are 
many  here  who  have  a  deeper  interest  in  this  occasion.  In  other 
years  they  heard  the  precious  Gospel  from  the  same  lips  ;  they 
were  baptized  and  received  the  sacramental  elements  from  the  same 
hands,  and  they  were  comforted  in  their  sorrow  and  bereavements 
by  the  same  kind,  sympathetic  voice.  In  the  mean  time  others 
have  instructed  them  and  ministered  to  them  in  the  Saviour's  name; 
but  they  could  never  forget  him  who  labored  so  faithfully  for 
their  welfare  in  the  days  long  past ;  and  to-day  they  are  gathered 
here  from  every  side,  they  have  come  from  diiferent  congregations, 
they  have  come  from  diiferent  states,  and  yet  they  have  come  Avith 
one  common  purpose  and  one  common  feeling.  They  are  come  that 
they  may  do  him  honor.  To  these  we  say.  All  Hail !  Thrice 
Welcome  ! !  WE  REJOICE  TO  MEET  YOU  HERE  TO- 
DAY. 

We  are  assembled  here  on  a   most  notable  and    extraordinary 
occasion.       To-day   the  Pastor  of  this  church  brings    the    labors 
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of  half  a  Gentury  io  iicloiic.  Fifty  years  ago,  in  all  the  freshuess 
and  ardor  of  youth  he  began  his  work  in  this  })lace.  He  has  con- 
tinued here,  laboring  in  the  same  field,  preaching  to  the  same  con- 
gregation during  all  these  long  years.  How  wonderful  and  aston- 
isliing  the  changes  that  have  been  wrought  in  our  land  during  the 
last  fifty  years ! 

But  amid  all  these  changes  the  pastor  of  this  church  has  stood 
faithfully  at  his  post.  The  generation  to  whom  he,  at  first  preached 
went  down,  one  by  one  to  the  tomb  ;  but  when  the  fathers  were 
gone,  he  preached  to  their  children.  As  the  years  rolled  on  many 
of  them  passed  to  the  other  shore.  Many  too  moved  to  other  homes. 
They  were  scattered  far  and  wide  into  almost  all  parts  of  the  land, 
but  still  he  kept  on  telling  the  "  wonderful  story  of  the  cross  "  to 
them  that  remained.  Truly  "  He  has  instructed  many."  There 
are  men  here,  whose  heads  are  whitening  for  the  tomb,  who  can 
say  "  I  heard  him  preach  when  I  was  a  boy."  There  are  those 
here,  well  on  in  the  journey  of  life,  who  can  say  "  he  was  the  first 
minister  I  ever  heard  preach."  What  a  multitude  has  been 
blessed  by  his  ministry  !  What  a  work  he  has  done  !  We  praise  God 
for  it  to-day.  >  True,  we  honor  the  man  and  "  esteem  him  very 
highly  in  love  for  his  works  sake,"  but  I  am  sure  he  can  say  to-day 
with  all  his  heart,  not  only,  "  By  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I 
am,"  but,  also,  "by  the  grace  of  ijfod  I  have  done  ivhat  I  have  done." 
And  we  praise  Him  to-day  who  has  made  him  faithful  and  kept 
him  and  the  noble  wife  of  his  youth  and  partner  of  his  labors 
through  all  these  long  years.  Having  therefore  obtained  help  of  the 
Lord  he  has  continued  to  this  day. 

But  my  friends,  we  are  reminded  to-day  that  there  is  an  end  to 
all  earthly  things.  This  long,  happy  and  successful  pastorate 
must  to-day  close.  The  veteran  laborer  has  toiled  long  and  faith- 
fully, but  he  cannot  toil  forever.  Though  hale  and  strong  for  one  of 
his  years  and  still  able  to  do  something  in  the  Master's  service,  yet 
he  cannot  labor  as  he  has  done  in  the  years  that  are  past ;  and 
therefore  to-day  he  retires  from  the  active  duties  of  the  pastorate. 
But  he  does  not  leave  his  people.  They  are  too  dear  to  him.  The 
ties  that  have  bound  him  to  them  have  been  strengthening  for  fifty 
years,  and  he  cannot  suffer  them  to  be  broken  now.  He  says  to 
thorn  as  Paul  said  to  th(!  Corinthians,  ''Ye  are   in   our    hearts,  to 
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die  and  live  Avith  you ;"  and  these  feelings  are  reciprocal.     They  say 
to  him  we  cannot  part  with  the  venerable  man  of  God  who  for  fifty 
years  has  preached  to  us,  prayed  for  us,  visited  our  sick,  and  buried 
our  dead,  comforted  us  in  our  sorroM^s,  and  labored  unsparingly 
and  untiringly  for  our    welfare.     They  know  that  though  they  may 
"  have  ten  thousand  instructors  in   Christ,   yet   they  cannot  have 
many  fathers,"  and  therefore  he  remains  with  them  that  he  may 
be  to  them  a  father,  a  counsellor,  and  a  friend.     And   now  we  are 
assembled  to-day  to  celebrate  the  close  of  these  fifty  years  of  j^as- 
toral  labors.     It   is  eminently  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should 
commemorate  an  event  so  rare  and  so  remarkable  as  this.     It   is 
well    that  we   should  gather  here  and  by  good  words  and  pray- 
er and   song  give  thanks  to  God  for  all  that  He   has  done,   by 
the  hand  of  His  faithful  servant.     And  truly  it  is   most  gratifying 
to  this  venerable  pastor  and  his  devoted  people  to  meet  this  grand 
assemblage.       It   is  a  joy  to  him  to  meet    so    many     for   whom 
he   has   labored  in    former  years.       But  if  all  such    were    here, 
this  assembly  though  large,  would  be  larger  still.     Many  of  them 
he  will  never  see  till  he  meets  them  on   the  other  shore.      As   we 
look  upon  this  scene,  we  cannot  but  be  impressed  with  the  solemn 
thought,   that  we    must  all    meet   again    in  an  assembly  greater, 
grander  and  more  important  than   this;   and  on   that  notable  day 
It  will  be  this  veteran  worker's   unspeakable  privilege  to  present 
all  whom  he  has  brought  to  the  Saviour,  before  the  great  Throne 
of  glory  in  Heaven.     Yes,  when  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with 
a  great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with   fervent  heat,  and 
when  all  men  shall  be  gathered  to  stand  before  God  in  the  great 
judgment  day,  then  he  shall  present  before  Jesus  the  Judge  of  all, 
those  whose  souls  have  been  saved  by  his  ministry ;  and  they  shall 
be  his  "crown  of  rejoicing"  in  that  day.      This  is  not  an  over- 
wrought picture  of  the  imagination.      It  is  the  dictum  of  Divine, 
loord.^   Remember  the  words  of  Paul  to  the  Thessalonians,   "For 
what  is  our  hope,  or  joy,  or  crown  of  rejoicing  ?     Are  not  even  ye 
in  the  presence  of  our   Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  his  coming?    For  ye 
are  our  glory  and  joy."  Yes,  redeemed  souls  will  then  be  the  faithful 
minister's  crown.      Then    "  They  that    be  wise  shall    shine  as 
the  brightness  of  the   firmament  ;     and  they  that  turn  many  to 
righteousness,  as  the  stars,  forever  and  ever." 
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Friends,  semi-centennials  and  centennials  are  becoming  quite  the 
order  of  the  day.  They  remind  us  that  time  is  swiftly  passing. 
Life's  journey  will  soon  be  over.  Let  us  work  while  it  is  day. 
We  are  reminded  by  this  event  that  our  working  day,  even  though 
it  be  long,  must  come  to  an  end.  Let  us  not  then  waste  our  lives 
in  pursuit  of  the  perishing  things  of  time,  but  let  us  live  for  a 
higher  and  nobler  purpose.  Let  us  loork  for  Christ,  Let  us  labor 
for  the  salvotion  of  souls.  In  this  way  our  lives  will  not  be  lost, 
but  their  blessed  fruits  will  endure  long  as  eternity.  "  If  we  work 
upon  brass,  it  will  tarnish.  If  we  work  upon  marble,  time  will 
eiface  it.  If  we  rear  temples,  they  will  crumble  into  dust.  But  if 
we  work  upon  immortal  minds,  if  we  impress  them  with  right 
principles,  with  the  fear  of  God  and  love  of  the  Saviour,  we  en- 
grave upon  these  tablets  something  that  time  cannot  efface,  but 
which  will  brighten  to  all  eternity."  The  very  humblest  of  us  may 
make  impressions  on  the  hearts  of  others  that  will  last  forever  ; 
and  then,  though  no  stately  monument  of  bronze  or  granite  may 
tell  to  the  world  the  story  of  our  good  deeds,  yet  they  shall  be  en- 
graven ou  the  "  fleshly  tablets  of  the  heart,  and  on  the  unfading 
pages  of  the  soul." 

Once  more  I  welcome  you,  one  and  all  to  this  reunion  of  friends 
on  earth,  and  may  we  all  one  day  meet  in  grand  reunion  in  our 
Father's  House  on  high,  where  every  weary  toiler  will  be  forever 
at  rest. 

[The  assembly  now  joined  in  singing  the  100th  Psalm.  Rev.  J.  L. 
Aten,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  then  read  the  farewell  address  of  Paul  to 
the  church  at  Ephesus,  Acts,  20:  17-28,  when  a  very  fervent  prayer 
was  offered  by  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Cooper,  D.  D.,  of  the  U.  P.  Theological 
Seminary,  Allegheny.  The  retiring  pastor  then  delivered  the  follow- 
ing historical  and  valedictory  address ,  which,  of  course,  was  the 
main  feature  of  the  occasion.] 


DELIVERED    BY    THE    RETIRING    PASTOR, 

KEY.  DAYID  GOODWILLIE,  D.  D. 


fi^jT  this  late  period  of   time    it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  ob- 
tain   a  ]);irticular  and  accurate  account  of   the  formation 


"^  and  early  history  of  the  congregation.  There  are  no 
records  in  the  minutes  of  the  Congregation,  Session,  or  Presbytery, 
of  its  organization,  and  very  few  written  documents  of  any  kind 
to  which  reference  can  be  had.  The  original  members,  by  whom 
it  was  formed  have  all  passed  away.  From  these  original  members, 
Avith  many  of  whom,  while  living,  I  had  the  most  intimate 
acquaintance,  and  of  whom  I  made  particular  inquiry,  I  have 
derived  the  information  I  am  now  to  detail  to  you,  their  descen- 
dants and  successors.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  congregation 
was  formed  at  a  very  early  period  and  had  an  existence  coeval 
with  the  first  settlement  of  the  country.  It  is  by  far  the  oldest 
congregation  now  in  the  presbyter}^  of  Cleveland,  all  the  other  con- 
gregations of  the  Presbytery  having  come  into  existence  since  I 
became  pastor  of  this  Congregation,  and  in  the  formation  of  which 
I  had  a  principal  hand. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  a  number  of  families 
emigrating  from  other  parts  of  the  country,  located  themselves  in 
this  neighborhood,  while  as  yet,  it  was  almost  an  unbroken  forest. 
Among  these  Avcre  six  brothers  named  respectively,  William, 
James,  Joseph,  John,  David  and  Eobert  Stewart,  who  emigrated 
from  Marsh  Creek,  Adams  Co.,  Pa.  They  were  members  of  the 
Associate  Church,  and  had  heard  my  father  preach  there  when 
they  Avere  young  men.  They  settled  in  the  north-west  part  of 
Coitsville,  and  the  south-west  part  of  Hubbard  ;  also  James  David- 
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son,  from  Ireland,  setthid  in  the  east  part  of  Youngstown  ;  James 
Applegate,  from  the  Forks  of  Yough,  Pa.,  John  Denison,  from 
Washington  County,  Pu.,  and  Alexander  M'Cleery,  from  Ireland, 
in  the  east  part  of  Liberty,  and  Samuel  Ferguson,  from  Ireland, 
William  Ralston,  from  Scotland,  John  Ramsay,  from  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  and  William  M'Kinley,  from  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  in  the  West  part  of  Liberty.  These  men,  with  many  others, 
who  might  be  mentioned,  many  of  them  having  large  families,  in 
the  Providence  of  God,  had  their  lot  cast  in  this  part  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  Land  could  then  be  purchased  cheaply  from  the  Agents 
of  the  Connecticut  Land  Company.  These  men  with  their  families, 
did  not  leave  their  religion  behind  them  when  they  came  to  this 
wilderness.  In  their  log  cabins  they  remembered  the  Lord  God 
of  their  fathers,  and  the  gospel  privileges  they  had  enjoyed  in  the 
countries  of  their  nativity.  The  persons  whom  I  first  men- 
tioned, kept  up  a  semi-monthly  prayer  meeting  in  each  others 
houses,  for  the  cultivation  of  piety  and  Christian  love.  As  they 
loved  the  habitation  of  God's  House,  and  the  place  where  His 
Honor  dwelleth,  and  where  their  souls  liad  often  been  blessed,  they 
took  measures  immediately  to  secure  to  themselves  the  dispensation 
of  Gospel  Ordinances.  For  this  purpose  they  invited  Rev.  James 
Duncan,  pastor  of  the  Associate  C'ongregations  of  Mahoning,  Little 
Beaver,  and  Brush  Run,  to  preach  for  them  occasionally,  Avhich  he 
accordingly  did  with  great  encouragement,  in  the  years  1803  and 
1804,  liolding  the  meetings  in  their  cabin  houses  and  in  the  woods. 
From  the  records  of  Chartiers  Presbytery,  to  which  he  then 
belonged  it  appears  that  on  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  1804,  he 
was  released  at  his  own  request  from  the  pastoral  charge  of  Little 
Beaver,  and  Brush  Run  Congregations.  This  was  done  no  doubt 
with  the  expectation  of  establishing  congregations  in  Poland  and 
Liberty,  in  connection  with  Mahoning,  to  which  they  were  much 
more  convenient.  Accordingly  having  organized  a  congregation 
in  Poland,  in  the  year  1804,  as  it  is  believed,  and  having  preached 
in  Liberty  pretty  regularly  one-third  of  his  time  in  the  summer  of 
1804  and  winter  of  1805,  he  proceeded  to  organize  the  Associate 
Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Liberty.  The  exact  date  of  this 
organization  cannot  now  be  known,  as  there  are  no  records  to  which 
reference  can  be  had,  and  we  have  to  depend  entirely  on  the  mem- 


17 

ories  of  the  original  members ;  but  it  is  confidently  believed  to 
have  been  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  1805-  In  the  records  of 
Chartiers  Presbytery,  under  whose  jurisdiction  it  was,  no  mention 
is  made  of  any  appointment  or  authority  given  Mr.  Duncan  to 
organize  Congregations  in  Poland  and  Liberty,  and  no  report  of 
his  having  done  so.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  he  did  this 
altogether  on  his  own  responsibility  ;  and  he  seems  to  have  regarded 
them  merely  as  branches  of  the  Mahoning  Congregation.  The 
organization  was  effected  by  the  election  and  ordination  as  elders,  of 
William  Stewart  and  James  Davidson,  men  of  eminent  piety  and 
sterling  integrity,  and  who  were  as  pillars  in  the  congregation  for 
many  years.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed 
soon  after,  and  the  number  of  persons  joining  in  the  organization 
and  in  the  communion  is  believed  to  have  been  between  thirty  and 
forty.  The  congregation  raised  a  subscription  for  the  support  of 
Mr.  Duncan^  for  one-third  of  the  time,  wdiich  he  took  for  his 
salary.  One  of  the  first  things  that  engaged  their  attention,  was 
the  selection  of  a  lot  of  ground  as  a  site  for  a  meeting  house 
and  graveyard.  Their  attention  was  first  directed  to  a  lot  in 
the  woods  near  the  south-east  corner  of  Liberty  township,  offered 
by  James  Applegate  and  now  owned  by  his  son,  Calvin  Applegate. 
This  was  an  elevated  and  beautiful  site  and  so  confidently  was  it 
expected  that  it  would  be  accepted,  that  the  remains  of  some  persons 
were  buried  there,  and  their  graves  are  still  to  be  seen.  But  at  a 
meeting  of  the  congregation,  at  the  house  of  Alexander  M'Cleery, 
it  was  resolved  to  accept  of  a  lot  offered  by  him  (Mr. 
M'Cleery.)  This  is  the  one  now  occupied  by  the  church  and  grave- 
yard. It  was  selected  on  account  of  its  being  more  central  and 
convenient  of  access  by  means  of  the  cross  roads ;  so  careless,  how- 
ever were  the  people  in  securing  a  legal  title  to  this  property,  or 
])erhaps  I  should  say,  such  unbounded  confidence  hajd  they  in  each 
other's  word  of  promise,  that  a  deed  for  the  lot  was  not  obtained 
tdl  more  than  twenty-five  years  after  its  purchase.  This  deed  is 
dated  march  15l!i^  1828,  and  is  given  by  Alexander  M'Cleery  to 
"Matthew  Mitchell,  James  Boyd  and  William  Geddes,  trustees  of 
the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Liberty,  belonging  to  the  Asso- 
ciate Synod  of  North  Anierica,  and  their  successors  in  office  forever," 
and  recorded  in  the  Trumbull  County  records  for  that  year.     This 
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lot  contains  one  acre  and  a  half,  bounded  as  follows.  Beginning  in 
the  centre  of  the  highway  at  a  point  about  9  rods  west  from  the 
center  of  the  cross  roads,  extending  west  14  rods  thence  south  17 
rods  4  links,  thence  east  14  rods,  thence  north  17  rods  4  links  to 
the  place  of  beginning. 

In  the  year  1855  in  order  to  hold  more  securely  some  legacies 
bequeathed  to  the  congregation,  they  became  incorporated,  under 
the  general  laws  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  tlie  proceedings  required 
in  such  cases  were  recorded  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose  in  the 
Recorder's  office,  at  Warren.  In  1858  the  Associate  and  Associate 
Reformed  branches  of  the  Church  having  united,  the  Congregation 
unanimously  accepted  the  terms  of  said  union,  and  consequently 
became  the  United  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Liberty.  In  1859 
the  Congregation  of  Youngstown  was  formed  from  the  Congrega- 
tion of  Liberty,  eighteen  or  twenty  members  being  disjoined  by  the 
Presbytery  for  that  purpose. 

I  will  now  t-ndeavor  to  tell  you  something  concerning  the  houses 
of  worship  or  places  of  preaching  \vhich  the  Congregation  provided 
for  themselves.     The  lot  when  procured  was  heavily  timbered,  and 
the  first  thing  was  to  erect  a  tent  for   preaching.     This  tent   stood 
about  where  the  north-east  corner  of  this  house    now    stands.     It 
fronted  to  the  east,  and  the  people  were  seated  before  it  on    tempo- 
rary seats,  or  on  the  ground.    It  was  here  that  the  first  communion 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  dispeiised.  The  communion  table  was  con- 
structed of  rough  boards,    extending   from    the   front    of  the  tent 
eastward.     Hear  under  the  shadow  of  these  ancient  trees  of  the 
forest  did  our  forefiithers  assemble  together,  from  their  cabin  homes 
in  the  woods  to  celebrate  for  the  first  time  in    this  wilderness,  the 
dying  love  of  oi^r  Great  Redeemer.     Here  under  the  wide  canopy 
of  Heaven  did  they  lift  up  their  song  of  praise    and  their  voice  of 
prayer  to  him  M-ho  made  heaven    and   earth,   and    who   had    said, 
"  Heaven  is  my  Throne  and  Earth  is  my  Footstool,   where   is  the 
house  ye  built  unto  Me?"     Here  they  realized  that  God  was    with 
then  as  truly  and  sensibly  now  as  He  ever  had  been  in  the  country 
of  their  nativity,  and  that  ''  This  was  none  other   than    the  House 
of  God  and  the  very  gate  of  Heaven."     But  it  soon  became  neces- 
sary to  clear  the  ground  for  the  purpose  of  biuying  the    dead,  and 
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the  tent  was  removed  to  a  piece  of  woods  on  the  north  side  of  the 
road,  directly  opposite  to  the  lot.  Sometime  afterward  when  the 
ground  was  wanted  by  the  owner,  for  clearing,  tiie  tent  was  re- 
moved to  a  piece  of  woods  a  short  distance  south-east  of  the  cross 
roads.  Here  it  remained  for  a  considerable  time,  and  here  I 
preached  many  a  long  sermon  and  often  dispensed  the  Sacraments. 
When  this  ground  was  wanted  by  the  owner  for  clearing,  the 
tent  was  carried  back  to  the  lot  and  placed  at  the  south  end  of  the 
meeting  house  that  was  then  built.  Here  there  was  now  no  shade, 
and  the  tent  was  never  after  used  and  soon  fell  into  decay.  This 
put  an  end  to  tent  preaching.  But  as  the  tent  could  be  used  only 
in  the  summer  and  in  dry  weather,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  house 
of  worship.  The  first  house  that  was  built  was  constructed  of 
round  logs,  with  a  clapboard  roof.  It  stood  on  the  north-west 
corner  of  the  lot.  This  house  was  small  and  not  much  used,  as  the 
preaching  still  continued  in  i)rivate  houses  in  winter,  and  in  the 
tent  in  summer,  so  that  the  house  was  used  only  on  wet  days  in 
summer,  and  as  a  place  of  refuge  from  a  sudden  gust  of  wind  or 
shower  of  rain.  The  second  house  of  worship  was  commenced  in 
1<S  11,  but  the  British  war  coming  on  the  next  year,  it  remained 
unfinished  during  all  the  time  of  the  war,  the"  men  being  called 
away  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country.  It  was  however  occa- 
sionally used  for  preaching  in  its  unfinished  state,  the^eo;^^  sitting 
on  the  sleepers.  It  stood  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  this  house. 
It  was  constructed  of  very  large  hewed  logs,  many  of  them  being 
nearly  two  feet  through.  It  was  thirty -five  feet  long  by  thirty- 
one  feet  wide.  After  the  war  it  was  floored  and  seated,  with  a 
temporary  stand  for  the  preacher.  In  a  few  years,  however,  this 
house  was  found  to  be  too  small  to  accommodate  the  people,  and  in 
1825  the  south  end  was  taken  out  and  the  house  extended  by  a 
frame  addition  of  18  feet.  This  was  also  seated  and  a  good  walnut 
pulpit  was  made.  In  1836  the  present  house  of  worship  was 
built,  in  good  style,  well  finished,  and  painted  inside  and  out, 
with  a  raised  floor.  In  186f)  it  was  extensively  repaired  and  re- 
modeled as  you  now  see  it.     I  will  now  call  your  attention  to 

THE    RULING    ELDERS, 

who  have  from  time  to  time  exercised  their  office  in  the  congregation. 
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The  first  election  took  ])lace  at  the  organization  and  re^^ulted,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  in  the  choice  of  Wni.  Stewart  and  James  David- 
son     The  second  election  resnlted  in  the  choice  of  John  Denison, 
James  Applegate,    John   Abercronibie  and  James  Stevenson,   (or 
'^  Steen  "  as  he  was  usually  called.)     At  what  time  this  election  took 
place  cannot  now  be  determined,  as  there  is  no  record  of  it,  and  as 
the  persons  themselves  have  long  since  passed  away,  the  former  two 
bv  death,  and  the  latter  two  by  their  removal  from  the  bounds  ot  the 
congregation.     At  a  subsequent  period,  Alexander  Stewart  having 
been  aS  elder  in  the  congregation  from  which  he  removed,  was  re- 
ceived as  an  elder    in    this  congregation  without  a  formal  election. 
These  elders,  although  elected  by  the  congregation  of  Liberty  alone, 
had  jurisdiction  in  all  three  congregations  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Duncan,  acting  with  the  elders  of  the  other  congregations,   as  one 
session  under  the  name  of  the  United  Session  of  Poland,   Liberty 
and  Deer  Creek.     This  singular  arrangement  continued  till  about 
the  year  1829,  when  by  advice  of  Presbytery  this  united    session 
was  resolved  into  three  distinct   and  separate  sessions.     The  third 
election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Wm.  Geddes  and  Samuel  Denison, 
who  were  ordained  and  installed  June  14th,   1829.     The    fourth 
election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Joseph  Stewart,  John   Milligan, 
Wm.  Smith  and  Alexander  Stewart.     The  first  three  were  ordain- 
ed and  installed  as  elders  and  deacons,  June  22d,   1837.     The  last 
declined  to  accept  of  the  office.     The  fifth  election   resulted  in  the 
choice  of  Robert  Stewart  (  1st,)  Robert  Stewart  (  2d,)  James  Nelson 
and  James  Kennedy  (  Yiena,)  as  elders  and  deacons,  who  were  or- 
dained and  installed  October  28th,  1841,  the  latter  having  been  an 
elder  in  the  congregation  of  Newton  Falls.     The  sixth  election  re- 
sulted in  the  choice  as  elders  and  deacons  of  Wm.  Denison,  John  R. 
Kennedy   David  Stewart  and  Armstrong  Stewart,  who  were  ordain- 
ed and  installed  August  6th,  1854.     The  seventh  election  resulted 
in  the  choice  as  elders  and  deacons,  of,  D.  B.  McGeehon,  Ste^vart 
Denison  and  Joel  K.    Applegate,   who  were  ordained  and  install- 
ed October  23d,  1870. 

T  come  now  to  speak  of  the  pastors  of  the  congregation.  Ihe 
first  pastor  was  Rev.  James  Duncan,  by  whom  the  congregation  was 
was  organized-he  gave  this  congregation  one-third  of  his  time  and 
the  other  two-thirds  to  Poland  and  Mahoning,  or  Deer  Creek,  (  as 
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it  was  afterwards  called  )*  He  continued  to  preach  many  years 
with  acceptance  and  success,  but  at  length,  days  of  difficulty  and 
trouble  canie,and  days  ot  comfort  and  usefulness  closed.  He  had 
embraced  and  preached  several  grievous  errors  in  relation  to  origin- 
al sin,  and  Christ's  atonement  and  intercession,  and  published  a 
book  in  their  defence.  For  these  he  was  tried  before  the  Presby- 
tery of  Ohio,  and  the  case  was  carried  up  to  the  Synod  which  met 
at  Canonsburg,  Pa.,  in  May,  1815.  Here  he  acknowledged  and 
retracted  his  errors,  and  was  censured  for  the  same.  But  on  return- 
ing to  the  congregation  he  read  a  statement  of  his  case,  deny- 
ing that  he  had  retracted  any  oi  his  errors,  excepting  one,  asserting 
that  he  had  received  censure  for  this  only,  with  some  unguarded  ex- 
pressions. When  called  to  account  by  the  Presbytery,  for  this  pub- 
lic misrepresentation  of  his  case,  he  obstinately  refused  to  make  any 
confession  and  was  suspended  by  the  Presbytery,  from  the  office  of 
the  Gospel  Ministry  and  the  communion  of  the  Church.  In  personal 
appearance  Mr.  Duncan  was  a  robust  and  corpulent  man.  He 
possessed  a  strong  mind,  and  great  argumentative  powers — In 
private  conversation  he  was  agreeable  and  instructive. 

He  was  careless  in  the  management  of  his  worldly  affairs,  and 
and  made  poor  provision  for  his  family.  He  had  no  pity  for  the  horse 
he  rode,  which  was  always  poor,  with  a  very  sore  back.  He  was 
grossly  addicted  to  the  use  of  tobacco.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing 
for  him,  while  preaching,  to  take  a  bite  off  his  plug  of  tobacco,  twist- 
ing it  off  with  his  hand.  On  one  occasion,  at  least,  he  was  known  to 
have  stopped  in  the  middle  of  his  sermon,  go  to  one  of  the  elders  and 
"  borrow  "  a  chew  of  tobacco  and  then,  returning  to  the  tent,  go  on 
with  his  sermon.  After  his  suspension,  little  is  known  of  his  sub- 
sequent life.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  the  time  or  place  of 
his  death  ;  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  died  in  obscurity  and 
poverty. 

During  the  vacancy  of  the  congregation,  after  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Duncan,  it  was  carefully  supplied  with  preaching  by  the  mem- 

*In  the  year  ISll  the  congregation  of  Mahoning  agreed  to  remove  their  place 
of  worship,  from  Mahoning,  to  a  place  a  short  distance  north  of  the  vilLige  of 
New  Bedford,  and  changed  the  name  to  that  of  Deer  Creek.  Some  of  the  con- 
gregation were  dissatistied  with  this  arrangement,  and  connected  themselves 
with  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  and  continued  a  congregation  in  that  con- 
nection. 
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bers  of  Presbytery  and  licentiates.  In  May,  18 17,  they  gave  a(;al 
to  Rev.  Wm.  Craig,  which  he  did  not,  however,  accept.  In  the 
summer  of  1819,  they,  in  connection  with  Poland  and  Deer  Creek, 
gave  a  call  to  Mr.  Robert  Douglass.  This  he  accepted,  and  was  or- 
dained and  installed  at  Poland,  May  3d,  1820.  But  his  career  of 
usefulness  was  short.  His  sun  went  down  at  noon.  After  a  pastorate 
of  less  than  four  years,  he  died  at  the  house  of  Roht.  Kidd,  in  Po- 
land, December  14th,  1823,  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  his  age. 
His  remains  were  interred  in  the  grave  yard  at  Poland  Center,  and 
a  stone  was  erected  to  his  memory  at  the  expense  of  the  congrega- 
tions. Mr.  Douglass  was  a  son  of  Patrick  Douglass,  of  Washing- 
ton County,  Pa.,  and  was  never  married.  He  was  a  young  man 
of  fine  abilities  and  a  good  preacher,  of  an  amiable  and  social  dis- 
position, of  pleasing  manners,  and  died  much  lamented. 

This  brings  me  no w^'to  jSpeak  of  myself  as  third  pastor  of  the 
congregationjvhere  it  ^becomes  me  to  be  brief.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Cambridge,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  in  the 
summer  of  1825,  two  calls  were  presented  to  me,  one  from  the  con- 
gregations of  Xenia  and  Sugar  Creek  in  this  state,  and  one  from 
the  congregations  of  Poland,  Liberty  and  Deer  Creek.  After 
much  serious  deliberation,  I  accepted  the  latter,  and  came  on  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year,  to  enter  u|)on  my  labor,  and  was  ordained 
and  installed  the^iext  spring,  April  26 ih,  1826.  I  found  my  charge 
very  extensive.  In  the  three  congregations  there  were  one  hundred 
and  eighty  nine  families,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty-one 
members.  These  families  Avere  scattered  over  no  less  than 
fourteen'  townshi{)s,  and  were  visited  and  examined,  alternate- 
ly every  year.  This,  together  with  the  visitation  of  the  sick,  and 
attendance  at^funerals  continued  seven  years  and  a  half.  The  con- 
gregations still  increasing,  I  was  constrained  to  resign  the  pastoral 
charge  of  Deer  Creek  congregation,   February  26th,  1833. 

My  time  was  then  equally  divided  between  Poland  and  Liberty. 
This  arrangement  continued  for  twenty-six  years,  when  I  resigned 
the  charge  of  Poland  congregation,  April  12th,  1859.  My  time  was 
confined  wholly  to  the  congregation  of  Ijiberty,  where  by  the  good 
hand'of  God  upon  me,  I  have  continued  to  this  day.  When  I  look 
charge  of  the  congregation  at  Liberty,  in  1825,  it  consisted  of  eighty 
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eiglit  members.  Not  one  of  those  now  remains  within  the  bonnds  of 
the  congregation.  A  very  few,  liowever,  are  still  living  in  other 
places.  Of  these  I  can  mention  the  names  of  six,  Wm.  Smith  of 
Youngstown,  aged  ninety-two ;  Mary  Eamsay,  widow  of  James 
Eamsay,  of  Bristol,  in  this  county,  aged  ninety-four ;  Jane  Apple- 
gate,  widow  of  Andrew  Applegate,  of  Marion  Countv,  la.,  aged 
eighty-three;  Elijah  Stewart,  son  of  Wm.  Stewart,  of  Somonauk, 
111.,  aged  seventy-one ;  John  McKinley,  of  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  aged 
seventy-four;  Jane  Marshall,  widow  of  Benjamin  Marshall,*' of 
Hancock  County,  Ohio,  aged  seventy-nine.  During  the  seven 
years  and  a  half  that  I  had  charge  of  Deer  Creek,  there  were  receiv- 
ed to  communion  in  that  congregation,  ninety-nine  persons.  In 
the  thirty  three  and  a  half  years  I  had  charge 'of  Poland  congrega- 
tion, there  were  received  two  hundred  and  ninety  nine ;  and  in  the 
fifty  years  I  have  had  charge  of  this  congregation,  there  have  been 
received,  three  hundred  and  twenty  three,  making  in  all  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  one.  During  these  fifty  years  I  have  dispensed 
thirty  six  adult  baptisms,  dispensed  and  assisted  in  dispensing  the 
Sacraments  of  the  Lord's  Supper  three  hundred  and  eighteen  times, 
and  solemnized  two  hundred  and  twenty  nine  marriages.  No  ac- 
count has  been  kept  of  infant  baptisms  or  funerals.  During  this 
long  period,  I  have  preached  not  less  than  five  thousand  sermons, 
every  one  of  which  cost  me  much  labor  and  study,  for  I  never 
attempted  to  serve  you  with  that  which  cost  me  nothino- 

During  these  fifty  years,  you  have  had  the  regular  dispensation 
of  word  and  sacrament  with  very  few  disappointments.  I  can 
honestly  say,  that  I  have  never  disappointed  you  on  Sabbath  except 
in  case  of  sickness,  or  other  providential  hindrance,  and  that  I 
have  "  coveted  no  man's  silver  or  gold."  When  I  took  charge 
of  the  congregation  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  November,  1825. 
my  first  sermon  was  on  the  words  of  Paul,  first  Corinthians, 
2d  Chap.  2d  verse,  "  For  I  determined  not  to  know  anything 
amongyou,  save  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  Crucified."  This  determin- 
taion  I  made  my  own,  and  honestly  endeavored  to  carry  it  out,  in 
all  the  relations  of  gospel  truth  and  Christian  duty. 

The  last  sermon  I  preached  to  you  was  on  the  words  of  the  same 
apostle,  second  Epistle  to  Timothy,  4th  Chap,   verses   7th  and  8th. 
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"  I  have  fought  the  good  light,  I  have  finished  my  course,  1  liave 
kept  the  faith  ;  lienceforth  there  is  hiid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  right- 
enousness,  which  the  Lord  the  Righteous  Judge,  shall  give  meat 
that  day,  and  not  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  also,  who  love  his 
appearing."  And  now  my  parting  words  to  you,  are,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  thesame  apostle,  second  Corinthans,  13th  Chap.,  llth'verse. 
"  Fhially,  brethren,  farewell.  Be  perfect,  be  of  good  comfort,  be  ot 
one  mind,  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  love  and  peace  shall  be 
with  you." 

[Response  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Kennedy,  of  Sewickly,Pa.  Mr.  Kennedy 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  congregation  of  Liberty.  This  was  also 
his  spiritual  birth-place.  "  The  Lord  shall  count  when  he  writeth  up 
the  people,  that  this  man  was  born  there."  Though  still  young, 
he  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  a  faithful  and  successful  min- 
ister of  the  gospel.  As  a  token  of  their  esteem,  he  was  unanimous- 
ly chosen  by  the  congregation,  to  respond  to  the  farewell  address  of 
their  beloved  pastor.  ] 
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By  REV.  D.  h^.  KENI^EDY. 


^PATHERS  and  Brothers,  Mothers  and  Sisters  ;  Let  me  ex- 
^1  ^  tend  to  you  all  a  hearty  greeting.  We  are  gathered  here,  in 
^ffPS  our  early  spiritual  home,  to  renew  the  friendships  of  the  past 
and  recall  the  sacred  memories  of  half  a  century.  Here  we  have 
met  in  many  days  gone  by,  to  seek  and  receive  a  promised  blessing, 
and  to  swell  the  anthem  of  praise  to  Israel's  God;  and  now  again 
after  the  lapse  of  years,  as  the  loving,  cherished  children  of  the 
same  sacred  family  circle,  we  gather  by  the  graves  of  our  ancestral 
dead,  under  the  same  old  blood-stained  banner  of  Protestant  Chris- 
tianity, that  we  may  fan  into  a  brighter  glow  the  holv  light  that 
still  burns  on  this  cherished  altar  of  our  holy  religion  ; — that  we 
may  pledge  anew  our  faith  in  God  and  these  doctrines  of  the  Cross, 
around  whose  precious  history  cluster  the  fondest  memories  of  the 
past.  This  day  marks  an  epoch  in  our  congregation's  history  ;  and 
it  becomes  us  to  pause,  like  Samuel  between  Mizpeh  and  Shen,  and 
set  up  a  monument  of  God's  mercy,  and  say  "Hitherto  hath  the 
Lord  helped  us  " 

Our  history  records  many  deeds  of  self-sacrifice  and  noble  daring, 
and  our  extended  list  of  members  bears  many  worthy  names 
of  the  honored  dead.  Time  would  fail  me  to  pay  a  proper  tribute 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  venerable  and  godly,  the  devout 
and  faithful  followers  of  Christ,  who  have  already  celebrated  their 
majority,  and  concerning  whom  it  is  written,  "  They  rest  from  their 
labors  and  their  works  do  follow  them."  As  for  their  living  de- 
scendants, they  are  scattered  everywhere.  They  occupy  positions 
of  respectability,  and  trust,  and  usefulness  in  all  the  avenues  of 
honorable  calling.  Could  we  call  all  to  this  semi-centennial,  we 
would  indeed  bring  their  sons  from  far  and  their  daughters  from  the 
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ends  of  the  earth.  They  would  eorae  up  like  the  locusts  of  Egypt 
and  fill  all  the  houses  and  all  the  land  about  "  Seceder  Corners  " 
until  there  would  not  be  a  green  thing  left. 

But  turning  from  ourselves  to  the  occasion  in  whose  interest  we 
have  convened,  it  is  important  to  notice  that  we  are  gathered 
here  to  celebrate  tlie  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  pastorate  of 
Dr.  David  Goodwillie,  an  occasion  which  occurs  but  once  in  a  life- 
time, and  then  to  only  one  of  many.  The  pastorate,  whose  con- 
clusion we  celebrate,  has  been  one  of  remarkable  peace  and  prosper- 
ity. Beginning  with  his  early  manhood,  it  has  strengthened  with 
his  strength,  matured  with  his  years,  and  deepened  with  his  in- 
creasing usefulness,  until  now  his  hoary  head  is  hailed  as  a  crown 
of  glory,  because  still  found  in  these  ways  of  righteousness.  For 
half  a  century  this  congregation  has  enjoyed  the  efficient  and  unin- 
terrupted labors  of  this  man  of  God.  Through  summer's  suns  and 
winter's  storms,  through  pelting  rains  and  drifting  snows,  when 
strong  men's  hearts  failed,  he  came  and  went,  wearing  the  same 
kindly  smile,  and  uttering  the  same  heavenly  message  of  life  and 
mercy.  ''  In  season  and  out  of  season,  here  a  little  and  there  a 
little,  line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept,"  with  a  meekness,  a 
patience  and  a  love  that  can  be  measured  only  by  their  results, 
he  has  continued  to  break  to  this  people  the  bread  of  life.  We 
have  received  the  symbols  of  our  Saviour's  dying  love,  from  his 
hands.  He  has  administered  the  ordinances  of  God's  grace  to  our 
children,  and  our  children's  children,  to  our  fathers  and  to  our 
father's  fathers.  Five  or  six  generations  have  appeared  on  the  scene 
of  this  solemnity,  and  the  same  priest  waits  at  the  altar  still.  Here 
as  the  minister  of  God  and  the  servant  of  the  church,  he  has  stood 
for  fifty  years,  on  this  high  place  of  the  field,  to  recruit,  drill,  arm, 
equip  and  marshal  the  serried  ranks  of  the  sacramental  hosts  of 
God.  Here  panoplied  in  the  armor  of  truth,  he  fights  unwaveringly 
in  the  breach,  or  leads  a  forlorn  hope  to  death  or  victory.  Al- 
ways rallying  to  the  support  of  truth,  he  was  ever  found  where  the 
conflict  deepened.  He  neither  "  daubed  with  untempered  mortar," 
nor  gave  himself  up  to  a  detestable  neutrality .  His  voice  of 
faithful  warning  was  ever  heard  Avhere  superstition  veiled  the 
eyes  of  ignorance,  and  blindly  led  the  blind — where  withering  un- 
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belief  rejected  God  and  Christ  und  Heaven  to  revel  in  sin, — where 
slavery,  polygamy,  intemperance  and  lust  brutalized  their  victims 
and  sent  their  souls  by  the  shortest  route  to  hell, — ^vhere  profanity 
and  secrecy  and  sabbath  desecration,  organized  in  crime,  rushed 
wildly,  blindly  past  the  cross,  impatient  to  be  damned.  Before 
the  eyes  of  all  these,  in  faithfulness  he  lit  the  gospel  torch  of  truth. 
In  their  ears  he  rang  the  alarm  of  a  great  fire  in  the  city  of  destruc- 
tion, and  blew  the  silver  trumpet  of  the  gospel  of  salvation  in  Zion; 
and  the  Presbytery,  the  Court  of  Christ's  House,  to  which  he  is 
subject,  is  here  to-day  to  testify  to  his  faithfulness. 

As  a  pastor  none  knew  him  so  well  as  we.  For  fifty  years  he 
has  mingled  in  our  joys  and  sorrows.  As  a  father  and  friend,  he 
hah  rejoiced  with  us  in  our  prosperity,  and  sympathized  with 
us  in  our  adversity.  Around  our  family  altars,  at  the  bed- 
side of  affliction,  and  in  the  home  of  bereavement,  he  has  faith- 
fully exhibited  the  promises,  and  administered  the  consolation  of 
God's  free  grace.  With  his  finger  on  the  page  of  inspiration  he 
has  show^n  us  the  way  of  life,  and  the  crown  of  glory  which  fadeth 
not  away.  And  now  in  view  of  all  this,  how  appro]>riate  that  "this 
fiftieth  year  should  be  a  jubilee  to  us;"  that  we  and  our  friends 
should  gather  once  more,  clad  in  holiday  garb,  to  rejoice  or,  if  it 
better  please  the  mood,  to  weep  in  joy  together.  How  fitting,  friends, 
that  we  should  gather  here,  with  one  accord  to  review  the  past,  to 
improve  the  present,  to  unveil  the  sublime  and  majestic  monument 
which  rises  here  at  the  close  of  half  a  century,  to  immortalize  the 
memory  of  a  great  and  good  man's  work  ;  not  a  monument  of 
sculptured  marble,  or  unyielding  granite  ;  but  a  monument  in  the 
love  and  gratitude  of  this  congregation,  that  lives  and  grows  and 
speaks  in  the  realities  and  activities  of  godly  lives,  revealing 
itself  in  the  mighty  uioral  forces  which  continually  augment  the 
accelerated  and  irresistible  momentum  of  God's  truth,  as  it  is  this 
day  bursting  the  fetters  of  ignorance,  uprooting  the  errors  and 
prejudices  of  centuries,  and  giving  character  and  prominence  to 
the  great  moral  reforms  of  the  nineteenth  century.  As  Dr.  Martin 
Luther,  the  old  moral  giant,  standing  in  the  Diet  of  Worms,  to 
brave  the  insolence  and  controvert  the  errors  of  Paganism;  and  as 
John  Calvin,  groujiing  and  marshaling  the  doctriues  of  the  Bi- 
ble in  solid  phalanx,  and  marching  them  upon  the    strongholds   of 
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the  man  of  sin,  Avere  recognized  and  honored  by  a  grateful  chureli 
as  reformers,  as  men  wlio  a])])eared  on  the  hotly  contested  field  to 
do  battle  for  the  truth,  so  must  Dr.  David  Goodwillie  be  recogniz- 
ed to-day  as  an  efficient  and  inicompromising  champion  of  every 
great  moral  reform  that  has  been  either  agitated  or  accomplished 
in  his  generation. 

We  stand  here,  to-day,  with  him  to  rejoice  and  thank  God  for 
whatever  he  has  been  enabled  to  do  in  us  and  for  us  ;  for  whatever 
he  has  accomplished  for  our  souls,  the  Church  and  the  glory  of 
Christ ;  for  whatever  he  has  done  for  the  congregation  and  the  com- 
munity in  which" he  lives  ;  for  Avhatever  he  has  done  for  our  coun- 
try and  the  cause  of  Christ  and  religious  liberty,  for  whatever  he 
has  done  to  prevent  the  great  national  heart  of  freedom  from  being 
torn  ruthlessly  from  the  bosom  of  our  re])ublic,  to  writhe  and  bleed 
and  die  upon  the  poisoned  spear  of  American  slavery  ;  to  rejoice 
that  in  his  generation,  the  great  battle  has  been  fought,  and  won 
which  has  redeemed  this  goodly  land  from  the  desolating  curse  of 
human  despotism ;  that  the  holy  cause  of  human  liljerty  which  he 
so  earnestly  espoused,  has  finally  triumphed,  that  the  Moloch  of 
slavery  has  been  nailed  to  the  cross  and  our  blood-bought  America 
is  no  longer  a  living  lie,  a  startling  inconsistency.  Under  the 
light  and  power  of  divine  truth,  she  has  started  from  her  spell, 
shaken  off  in  disgust  this  last  relic  of  barbarism,  gathered  her  silk- 
en robes  about  her,  and  is  now  marching  on  toward  the   zenith  of 

her  glory. 

"Untn  God  belong  the  praises, 
His  right  arm  the  vengeance  deals, 
In  the  whirlwind  of  the  battle, 
We  have  heard  his  chariot  wheels; 
We  have  heard  his  mighty  trumpet, 
We  have  seen  his  flaming  sword, 
A.nd  the  grandeur  of  the  triumph, 
Is  the  Glory  of  the  Lord." 

Venerable  and  Honorable  father,  in  the  name  of  these  I  bear 
this  message  to  you.  We  have  followed  you  many  years  in  the 
journey  of  life.  You  are  now  among  the  last  of  your  generation. 
Your  work  is  almost  done.  Your  furrowed  brow  and  silvered 
locks  and  cautious  step,  admonish  us  that  the  burden  of  years  hangs 
heavily  now  in  this,   the   season    of  the  sear  and  yellow  leaf  with 
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you.  You  are  even  now  walking  by  the  holy  light  of  the  golden 
sunset  of  life.  The  season  of  activity  and  toil  has  already  passed, 
and  the  evening  and  the  autumn  have  come  at  last. 

Services,  which  you  have  faithfully  and  successfully  rendered  in 
the  past,  can  no  longer  be  reasonably  expected  from  one  of  your 
age,  and  since  the  Presbytery  has  arranged,  at  your  request,  for 
your  retirement,  allow  us  to  express  the  hope  that  you  will  continue 
to  live  among  us,  as  a  father  among  his  children  ;  and  that  your 
formal  retirement  from  an  office  so  long  exercised,  with  profit  to 
us,  with  honor  to  yourself,  and  as  we  trust,  with  acceptance  before 
God,  from  whom  it  was  received,  we  shall  still  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
your  admonition  and  advice,  and  an  interest  in  your  intercession  at 
the  throne  of  Grace  ;  and  we  assure  you  that  we  shall  continue  to 
exercise  a  love  and  veneration  for  you,  which  we  find  increased 
rather  than  diminished  by  your  age.  Our  prayer  is  that  we  may 
all  at  last,  pastor  and  people,  father  and  children,  meet  beyond  the 
storms  of  life's  tunuiltuous  ocean,  and  entering  upon  the  enjoyments 
of  that  salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  with  eternal  glory, 
nn'ngle  our  Hallelujah's  forever  and  ever.  For  the  song  of  Heaven 
is  Salvation.  Salvation  pulsates  in  every  motion  of  its  great  heart, 
circulates  in  every  vein  of  its  existence,  and  is  inhaled  in  every 
breath  of  its  atmosphere.  Salvation  flows  in  every  stream  of  its 
refreshment  and  blooms  in  every  flower  of  its  beauty.  Salvation 
radiates  in  all  the  constellations  of  its  firmament  and  sparkles  in 
every  gem  in  its  crowns.  Salvation  constitutes  the  harmony  of  all 
the  strings  of  its  golden  harps,  and  is  the  melody  of  its  immeasur- 
able spheres.  Salvation  rings  away  down,  along  the  echoes  of  its 
ever  hapj^y,  ever  triumphant  eternity. 
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[Rev.  H.  a.  M'DoNAiiD  read  the  following  letter  from  Rev.  J.  W. 
Harsha,  of  Argvle,  N.  Y.,  long  a  co-presbyter  with  Dr.  Goodwillie, 
and  is  still  highly  esteemed  by  him,  andgratefnlly  remembered  by  many 
to  whom  he  ministered  in  this  section  of  country.] 

Argyle,  N.  Y.,  October  Hth,  1875. 
To  the  3Ioderator  of  the  Pre.sbi/terij  of  Clevehmd,  to  meet  at  Liberty, 
Ohio,  Nov.  8,  1876. 
^EV.  AND  Dear  Bro  : — While  you  are  celebrating  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  Rev.  D.Goodw'illie,  let  me  with  the  Presbytery 
Aind  his  faithful  congregation,  giv^e  my  testimony  in  regard  to 
his  godly  walk  and  conversation,his  amiable,  unassuming  and  retiring 
disposition,  his  humility  and  meekness  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man 
and  his  excellence  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  watching  for  souls,  and 
discharging  with  ability  and  fidelity  all  the  duties  of  his  sacred 
office.  In  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  his  congregation,  whose 
reverence  for  him  still  continues  undiminished,  has  always  felt  that 
he  is  indeed  "an  ambassador  for  Christ,"  bringing  them  a  message 
of  mercy  in  his  name  and  in  his  stead.  This  day  commemorates 
his  work  of  faith  and  labor  of  love  among  them  during  fifty  years, 
and  calls  for  gratitude  and  praise  to  God  for  so  great  favors.  What 
mercies  does  it  recall  and  record  !  AVhat  labors  !  What  scenes  ! 
What  trials  during  that  time  !  Cruel  war  has  spread  desolation  and 
distress  in  all  our  borders.  More  than  a  generation .  has  passed 
away  beyond  the  confines  of  time.  The  face  of  the  country  and 
the  state  of  society  have  greatly  changed,  and  we  are  changed  with 
them.  Of  all  the  members  of  this  Presbytery,  wdien  I  became  one, 
(in  1839,)  he  alone  remains.  The  uncompromising  D.  Imbrie  and 
E.  N.  Scroggs,  the  complaisant  A.  Murray,  and  the  honest,  faithful 
James  P.  Ramsay,  have  passed  away  ;  and  being  disabled  by  neu- 
ralgia, lo  these  eighteen  years,  I  have  been  as  one  long  dead,  out  of 
mind.  His  venerable  father  fed  the  church  at  Barnet,  Vermont, 
forty  years,  and  his  honored  brother  fed  it  for  forty  years  more, 
thus  making  a  combined  ministry  of  eighty  years  in  one  place,  by 
father  and  son  •  but  our  dear  brother  having  fed  the  church  in  one 
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place  fifty  years,  stands  to-day  as  a  connecting  link  of  the  past  and 
present,  crowned  with  honor  and  beloved  by  all,  and  followed  in 
the  ministry  by  his  own  worthy  and  devoted  son.  To-day  the  link 
is  broken  by  his  own  voluntary  act,  under  the  pressure  of  advancing 
years  ;  and  many  a  heart  is  also  broken  while  it  remembers  the  joys 
and  sorrows  that  are  past,  both  pleasing  and  mournful  to  the  soul. 
But  time  will  heal  those  broken  hearts  and  soon  bear  away  on  its 
swift  wings,  every  parting  sigh  and  every  smiling  face.  "Our  days 
on  the  earth  are  as  a  shadow."  Life  is  as  a  vapor,  and  ''time  is  the 
warp  of  life.  Otell  the  young,  the  fair,  the  gay  to  wear  it  well  ;" 
and  thus  wearing  it  they  will  finally  receive  a  crown  of  life  eternal 
in  the  heavens. 

Youi's  Truly, 

J.  W.  Harsha. 

[After  singing  part  of  the  77th  Psalm,  Rev.  H.  A.  M'Donald,  of 
Cleveland,  O.,  read  the  following  letter,  so  full  of  feeling  and  tender 
recollections,  that  it  was  heard  with  deep  silence  and  many  tears.  It 
is  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  J.  B.  M'Michael,  of  Bellbrook,  O.,  another  of 
Mr.  Goodwillie's  spiritual  children,  an  able  minister  and  an  efficient 
instructor  in  the  U.  P.  Theological  Seminary,  of  Xenia,  O.] 


Bell  Brook,  O.,  Nov.  6th,  1875. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Wallace, 

Dear  Bro  : — Your  favor  of  the  2d  inst., 
inviting  me  to  be  present  at  the  Semi-Centennial  Celebration  of 
Rev.  D.  Goodwillie's  settlement  at  Liberty,  O.,  on  the  9th  inst., 
has  just  been  received,  and  I' regret  to  say  that  my  professional  du- 
ties on  next  Saturday  are  such  as  to  prevent  me  from  being  present 
on  the  occasion.  You  were  correctly  informed  that  I  was  ba})tized  by 
Father  Goodwillie,  and  have  always  taken  an  interest  in  his  wel- 
fare. It  was  not  however  in  the  congregation  of  Liberty,  but  of 
Poland,  with  which  he  then  divided  his  pastoral  labors.  Although 
a  third  of  a  century  has  come  between  him  and  me,  since  last  I 
heard  him  preach,  yet  with  his  name  and  the  place  where  he  so 
faithfully  ministered,  are  associated  some  of  the  most  cherished  rec- 
ollections of  my  life.     In  the  old  church-yard  joining   hard  by  the 
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old  brick  "  meeting  house,"  still  standing  in  ineotal  vision,  though 
long  since  razed  to  its  foundation,  sleeps  the  dust  of  my  sainted  mo- 
ther, who  early  taught  me  to  honor  the  friend  and  jjostor  whom  in 
the  Lord  she  honored  and  loved.  It  was  he  who  ministered  in  the 
solemn  services  of  her  funeral  there.  "  Mr  Goodwillie,"  the  name 
by  which  he  was  then  known,  was  the  first  minister  I 
ever  saw.  My  first  impressions  of  a  preacher  were  received  from 
him.  And  of  all  the  good  and  godly  men  whom  I  have  ever 
known,  I  can  recall  none  who  lor  personal  worth  and  fidelity  in 
office,  has  made  a  deeper  impression  on  me,  of  what  a  minister 
ought  to  be ;  for  Ms  mantle,  just  as  eagerly  as  for  any  other's,  I  toould 
stretch  out  my  arms  and  reach  up  my  hands,  were  it  falling  from  him 
at  his  departure.  Thankful  am  I  that  so  worthy  a  man  was  the 
guide  of  my  youth.  My  spiritual  father  may  have  forgotten  me, 
like  other  long  absent  children,  yet  I  would  have  you  refresh  his 
memory,  if  not  his  heart,  with  my  name  and  greeting ;  and  assure 
him  and  his,  of  kindest  regards  and  grateful  recollections,  of  a  part 
of  the  long  and  useful  pastorate  which  he  is  so  pleasantly  and 
successfully  closing.  And  although  I  cannot  be  present  with  him 
on  this  occasion,  yet  I  cherish  a  hope  stronger  than  life,  that  I  shall 
spend  the  next  semi-centennial  ivith  him  in  the  mansions  of  our 
Heavenly  Father's  House. 

Your  Brother  in  Christ, 

J.  B.  McMlCHAEI.. 


[A  PART  of  the  132d  Psalm  was  now  sung,  when  the  assembly  was 
addressed  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Logue,  of  Northfield,  O.  His  was  certainly 
cue  of  the  happiest  addresses  of  the  occasion.  Most  of  the  speakers 
were  young,  but  he  has  labored  long  by  the  side  of  Father  Goodwillie 
in  the  same  Presbytery,  and  is  a  man  of  like  precious  faith.  They 
have  indeed  been  brothers.  And  from  long  acquaintance  he  knew  too 
well  the  quiet  worth  of  Mrs.  Goodwillie  to  allow  such  an  opportunity 
to  pass  without  according  to  her  also  that  commendation  which  she  so 
well  deserves.     The  following  is  Mr.  Logue's  address.] 
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By  KEY.  J.  W.  LOGUE. 


)HRISTIAN  FRIENDS :— This  is  a  Centennial  year,  and  it 
is  quite  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  times    to  convene 
for  such  a  purpose  as  that    for  which    we  have  met  to-day. 
Brother  Goodwillie  has  just  completed  his  fiftieth  year's  pastorate 
in  the  same  congregation.     You  will  observe  I    call   him    Brother 
Goodwillie.     To  the  rest  of  you  he  may  be  Doctor  Goodwillie,  but 
to  me  he  is  plain  Brother  Goodunllle.     I  called    him  by    this    term 
when  I  first  knew  him ;  by  this  term  I  have  called  him  ever  since, 
and  by  this  term  I  expect  I  will  call  him  when  I  meet  him  in  Heaven. 
Brother  Goodwillie  has  just  completed  his  fiftieth  year's   pastorate 
in  the  same  congregation.      Think  of  it !    He    has    been   preaching 
here  half  as  long  as  this  great  Rejjuljlic  has  existed  !   And  O  !  think 
what  an  influence  must  have  gone  out  from  him   during   this   long 
period.     It  would  not  perhaps    be  too   much  to   say    that   there    is 
scarce  a  nook  or  corner  in  this  land  where  some  influence,  direct  or 
indirect,  emanating  from  him,  has  not  been  felt.     This  will  not  be 
considered  an  exaggeration  by  any  one  who  has  thought  of  the  ever 
widening  circles  of  human  influence,   and  what   vast  consequences 
often  flow  from  things  Avhich,  at  the  time,  were  but  little  thought  of. 
To  be  permitted  for  so  long  a   time  to  direct  his    attacks   against 
the  enemies  of  truth  and  righteousness  from   one  single    point,  is  a 
privilege  that  falls  to  the  lot  of  few  men  in    this   changing   world. 
Our  Presbytery  is  but  ^'little  among  the  thousand  of  Judah,"  but  we 
can  boast  of  one  thing,  that  we  have    among  us  a  man  that  has  held 
his  position  in  the  same  congregation  for  fifty  years  ;  and  this  is  what 
some  others  cannot  do.     I  have  been  a  member   of  the  same   Pres- 
bytery with  Brother  Goodwillie,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  with  the 
exception  of  a  very  brief  interval,  during  which  he  was  set  ofl"  into 
the  Mercer  Presbytery,  and  I  can  testify  to  the  entire  harmony  that 
has  always  existed  between  him  and  every  member  that  occupied  a 
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place  in  the  Presbytery,  during  all  this  long  period,  and,  I  might 
add,  between  the  members  of  Presbytery  themselves,  owing  largely 
as  I  verily  believe,  to  the  peaceful  influence  he  has  always  exerted 
among  us. 

During  this  period  a  great  many  incidents  have  occurred,  which 
will  be  dear  to  our  recollection  while  memory  holds  its  place.  He 
had  been  some  eighteen  years  in  the  ministry  when  I  entered  the 
Presbytery.  I  rememl)er  I  thought  him  then  a  very  old  and  ven- 
erable minister ;  but  I  have  since  learned  that  a  man  may  Ije  twice 
that  long  in  the  ministry  and  not  feel  him.self  to  be  very  old  or  very 
venerable^  after  all.  He  gave  the  charge  to  me  on  entering  the  Pres- 
bytery. Whether  I  have  profited  by  it  I  do  not  know,  but  I  think 
I  have.  It  was,  in  general  terms,  to  be  careful  to  give  prominence 
to  the  great  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  as  this  would  be  much  needed 
in  the  field  to  which  I  was  going.  There  is  one  thing  that  we 
would  do  well  to  note  to-day  :  The  enemies  of  Christianity  make 
a  great  ado,  if  a  single  minister  here  and  there,  fails  from  the  high 
position  in  morals  and  religion,  which  he  ought  to  occupy — And  here 
we  place  in  opposition  to  this,  a  man  that  has  stood  on  the  wall  for 
fifty  years,  before  the  gaze  of  the  same  community  ;  and  during  all 
that  time  has  maintained,  in  their  eyes,  a  spotless  character.  He 
is  one  of  many  thousands  that  might  be  referred  to  in  the  same  man- 
ner, though  not  for  the  same  length  of  time.  These  men  would 
bring  up  an  evil  report  on  thestoi  because  it  has  a  few  spots. 

But  in  speaking  of  Brother  Goodwillie's  long  pastorate,  we  must 
not  forget  his  aged  companion,  who,  if  not  in  the  ministry,  is  very 
near  it ;  and  whose  wisdom  and  prudence  have  done  so  much,  no 
doubt,  to  make  his  ministry  a  comfort  and  a  auccess.  When  God 
shall  make  up  the  sum  of  his  whole  ministry,  as  He  one  day  will, 
I  doubt  not  that  she  will  have  a  large  place  in  the  general  reckoning. 
And  now  I  can  only  express  my  hope,  that  they  both  may  be  spared 
many  years,  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  that  peace  and  comtort,  which  in 
their  declining  years  they  could  expect ;  that  their  life  may  wax 
more  and  more  tender  and  beneficent  as  time  passes  on,  and  that  as 
they  have  lived  honorable  and  useful  lives,  they  may  also  have, 
when  that  day  shall  come,  a  peaceful  and  triumphant  death. 
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[The  erxecises  of  the  forenoon  were  closed  by  singing  a  part  of 
the  78th  Psalm. 

A  bountiful  basket  dinner  had  been  provided  by  the  good  people  of 
the  congregation  ;  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  serve  it  iu  the  church 
building  on  account  of  the  density  of  the  audience.  An  announcement, 
however,  that  the  provisions  would  be  served  on  the  lawn  near  the 
church  had  a  "  moving  "  effect  on  the  assemblage ;  and  all  were  boun- 
tifully fed.  A  grand  social  feast  was  enjoyed.  There  were  many  happy 
meetings,  friends  widely  sundered  were  reunited,  and  companions  of 
other  years  met  again.  In  the  church  and  all  about  it  were  gathered 
many  happy  family  groups.  Besides  many  others,  there  were  the  Good- 
willies,  the  Kennedys,  the  Halls,  the  Applegates,  a  powerful  tribe  of 
Denisons  and  last  but  not  least  the  Stewarts.  After  an  hour  and  a  half 
of  convi^'ial  and  social  enjoyments,  the  people  were  called  together 
again,  anu  the  exercises  of  the  afternoon  were  introduced  by  singing  a 
part  of  the  24th  Psalm,  and  prayer  by  the  Rev.  D.  U.  Evans  of  the 
1st  Presbyterian  church,  Youngstown.  A  good  address  was  then  given 
by  Rev.  Josiah  Alexander  present  pastor  of  Deer  Creek  congregation 
a  former  part  of  Mr.  Goodwillie's  charge.  We  regret  very  much  that 
a  copy  could  not  be  obtained  for  publication. 

Rev.  S.  J.  Stewart,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio,  was  the  next  speaker.  The 
Stewarts  he  said  were  a  large  element  in  the  organization  of  the  church, 
and  it  was  still  emphatically  a  Stewart  congregation.  He  appeared  as 
a  poor  representative  of  a  very  good  family.  Those  who  heard  the  ad- 
dress, however,  were  satisfied  that  he  more  than  sustained  the  high  repu- 
tation of  the  family.  His  address  was  heard  with  the  closest  attention 
throughout.  ] 
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Hi 

By  RET.  S.  J.  STEWART. 


^HERE  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  I  should  be  called  upon 
for  a  speech,  on  this  interesting  occasion.  Others  have  spoken 

''because  they  are  co-presbyters  of  Dr.  Goodwillie.  Some  have 
spoken  with  much  feeling,  because  they  are  the  spiritual  children  of 
this  Church;  but  I  am  not  a  child  of  this  church.  At  best  I  am  only 
a  grandchild,  and  grandchildren  are  expected  to  he  silent  on  great  oc- 
casions. Perhaps,  however,  I  am  called  on  to  express  the  feelings 
of  a  particular  class  otherwise  not  represented.  Tliere  is  a  great 
multitude  of  (Children's  children  who  wish  to  give  their  tribute  of 
honor  to  the  pastor  of  fifty  years,  and  of  the  silver  hair,  to-day. 
And  while  therefore,  Ave  are  not  moved  like  those  who  have 
been  reared  in  this  church,  by  sacred  memories  of  the  past,  yet 
there  is  something  very  suggestive  about  this  place.  For  myself, 
as  I  stand  in  this  church,  surrounded  by  its  many  graves, 
T  feel  as  if  I  was  among  the  shades  of  my  fathers.  My  grandfather 
was  one  of  the  six  Stewart  brothers,  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Good wil lie, 
who  came  from  Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  in  1804,  and  settled  in  this  com- 
munity. He  was  one  of  the  first  two  elders  in  this  church.  Here  my 
own  father  and  mother  worshipped  for  years  after  their  marriage. 
Two  of  my  uncles  are  members  of  this  session  now ;  and  so  the 
whole  history  of  this  pastorate  has  been  the  history  of  my  own 
family.  And  the  relationship  seems  all  the  closer,  when  I  learo, 
as  I  do  to-day,  for  the  first  time,  that  the  six  brothers,  of  whom  my 
grandfather  was  one,  sat  under  the  preaching  of  the  father  of  Dr. 
Goodwillie,  in  the  last  century.  These  family  allusions  are  given 
merely  as  my  excuse  for  speaking  on  this  sacred  occasion.  I  stand 
here  to  speak  for  the  dead  and  the  living  of  our  own  family, 
and  to  bear  their  testimony  to  the  love  and  faithfulness  of  the  aged 
pastor  ;  and  the  special  thought,  that  the  children's  children  would 
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bring  is,  the  indirect  influence  of  the  Christian  pastor.  We 
appreciate  the  direct  work  of  this  faithful  minister.  He  has 
instructed  you  in  the  truth,  pointed  you  to  the  cross,  sprinkled  on 
you  the  pure  water  of  baptism,  joined  your  hands  in  marriage,  and 
spoken  words  of  comfort  at  the  death-bed  of  your  friends  ;  but  there 
are  some  of  us  born  in  other  States,  who  have  not  listened  to  his  ser- 
mons, who  have  never  seen  him  but  once  or  twice  in  our  lives,  and 
yet,  under  God,  owe  to  him  much  of  our  religious  faith.  There  are 
unknown  hundreds,  who  are  what  they  arc  because  of  his  work,  and 
yet  may  never  have  seen  him.  He  moulded  the  hands  that  fanned 
our  cJharacters. 

Who  can  estimate  the  unseen,  unknown  influence  of  a  Christian 
life?  He  that  saves  one  soul  creates  a  power  that  through  other  lives- 
may  be  felt  to  future  generations.  There  is  no  life  that  can  shine 
for  itself.  Every  sun  is  the  center  of  a  system.  He  that  touches  a 
human  heart-string,  starts  a  vibration  that  shall  be  felt  far  out  into 
eternity.  We  not  only  influence  the  men  we  teach,  but  through 
them  influence  others,  and  each  of  them  others,  and  so  on,  to  infinite 
series,  until  the  mind  staggers  at  the  grandeur  of  the  thought. 

Christian  Brothers,  it  is  a  grand  thing  to  tcorh  for  such  a  master 
rt.s  owrs !  What  a  multitude  may  be  indirectly  saved  by  a  pastor 
through  a  half  a  century.  We  may  only  lead  a  few  to  God,  but  who 
can  tell  what  they  may  do?  And  what  a  comfort  to  this 
aged  servant  of  Christ — the  promise,  "They  that  be  wise,  shall 
shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament;  and  they  that  turn  many 
to  righteousness,  as  the  stars,  forever  and  ever."  The  influence  is 
all  the  more  wonderful  because,  unconscious.  Doctor  Good wi Hie 
has,  perhaps,  never  dreamed  of  the  many  children,  who  in  their  in- 
fancy, have  been  led  to  honor  the  truth  through  hearing  of  his  work 
and  character.  He  has  been  an  example  of  integrity  to  many  a  chikl 
who  never  saw  him.  A  good  man  forms  the  ideal  for  the  child- 
mind;  we  unconsciously  lead  others.  John,  the  disciple,  came  first  to 
the  sepulcher,  but  did  not  go  in,  and  therefore  could  not  have  tes- 
tified to  the  resurrection  of  Christ  ;  but  when  Peter  came  and  went 
into  the  sepulcher,  he  urconsciously  influenced  John  to  follow. 
"  Then  went  in  also  tnat  other  disi'iple."  The  positiveness  of  Peter 
led  John  to  follow.  How  often  our  actions  unconsciously  lead  men 
into  the  kingdom.     ^Nlen  often  build  better  than  they  htov. 
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This  is  not  a  day  for  sadness,  Imt  for  joy.  Rather  it  is  a  day  of 
sadness  and  of  joy.  It  is  fitting  that  those  who  to-day  k)ok  back 
over  the  days  that  are  gone,  mingle  weeping  with  their  mirth. 
It  is  something  like  the  days  when  the  foundation  of  the  second 
temple  was  laid.  "  The  ])eo]ile  shouted  with  a  great  shout,  be- 
cause the  foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  laid  ;  but  many 
that  had  seen  the  first  house,  wept  witJi  a  loud  voice,  while  many 
shouted  aloud  for  joy,  so  that  the  people  could  not  discern  the  noise 
ot  the  shout  of  joy,  from  the  noise  of  the  weeping  of  the  people." 
And  so  it  is  to-day,  those  who  come  back  to  the  church  of  their 
childhood,  cannot  keep  back  their  tears,  and  we  would  not  have 
them,  if  we  could.  We  too  feel  like  weeping  as  we  walk  amid  the 
tombs  of  the  past,  but  we  must  not  forget  the  shout  of  joy.  We 
would  be  ungrateful  to  our  Master,  if  we  did  not  rejoice  to-day  that 
he  had  spared  our  honored  friend,  to  labor  fifty  years  in  His  ser- 
vice. We  ought  to  tliank  God  to-day  that  he  has  given  one  man 
strength  to  do  so  much.  And,  above  all,  we  should  rejoice  to-day 
for  this  living  example  of  christian  manhood,  I  would  not  detract 
from  what  has  been  said  of  the  value  of  preaching  sound  Christian 
truth,  as  this  man  preached  it ;  every  word  of  it  is  true  ;  but  yet  the 
greatest  power  of  this  aged  minister  has  been  the  power  of  his  life. 
His  Christian  character  in  this  community,  for  half  a  century,  has 
been  worth  thousand  of  sermons,  in  these  days  when  eloquence  is 
too  often  made  a  substitute  for  goodness,  and  creeds  for  a 
holy  life.  I  do  thank  God  for  this  living  example  of  the  power  of 
religion.  There  have  been  men  in  this  community  who  never  came 
to  hear  him  preach  in  this  church ;  but  he  preached  to  them  a  con- 
stant, silent  sermon  by  his  loving,  constant  life.  Those  who  do  not 
read  bibles,  read  men.  The  "  living  epistles,"  after  all  are  good 
evidences  of  Christianity.  We  need  more  sermons  in  shoes  !  and  it 
is  one  of  the  grandest  triumph  for  our  religion  to-day,  that  even 
worldly  men  testify  to  the  godliness  of  this  aged  minister  of  Christ. 
Sciolist  and  infidel,  may  cavil  at  written  truth,  but  a  true  Christian 
life  is  an  argument  they  cannot  answer.  The  policy  of  the  world, 
to-day,  is  to  prove  that  there  are  no  Christians,  but  what  can  be 
bought.  "  Every  man,"  they  say  "  has  his  price,  some  men  haggle 
more  about  the  price  than  others,  and  this  haggling  they  call  relig- 
ion.    The  chief  trick    by    which    men   keep  up  the  price  of  their 
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abilities,  they  call  integrity.  The  chief  trick  by  which  they  get  a 
larger  price,  they  call  virtue  and  love  of  God.  Every  man  has  some 
point  where  he  can  be  tempted."  But  this  has  been  proven  false 
a  thousand  times.  There  are  men  who  cannot  be  bought,  ever} 
man  has  not  his  price.  By  the  grace  of  God  there  are  men  who 
would  go  to  the  stake  and  to  the  rack,  rather  than  sell  out  their 
jirinciples.  And  we  can  thank  God  for  one  more  example  of  the 
power  of  his  grace  in  the  soul.  Here  is  a  man  who  for  fifty  years 
has  stood  on  a  high  place  where  all  the  world  could  watch  him,  and 
his  integrity  has  never  been  assailed.  For  half  a  century  he  has 
been  on  the  unpopular  side  of  many  a  cause,  and  yet  he  comes  down 
to  us  to-day  from  another  generation,  having  defied  temptation  like 
a  lone  rock  in  the  midst  of  the  sea.  We  honor  God  in  honoring 
such  men.  He  is  worthy  of  this  ovation,  the  Master  has  made  him 
worthy.  It  is  fitting,  that  with  joy  we  should  come  to  day,  parents, 
children  and  childrens'  children,  and  tell  this  aged  man,  whose  hair 
has  grown  white  in  his  Master's  work,  how  much  we  love  him. 
And  we  would  comfort  him  with  the  thought  of  a  grander  ovation 
than  this,  it  will  be  in  the  "  temple  not  made  with  hands,"  The 
waiting  multitude  will  be  the  white-robed  angels,  the  choir  will  be 
that  "  great  multitude  which  no  man  can  number,"  who  will  sing 
the  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb,  with  the  harpers,  harping  on  their 
harps.  The  wreath  will  be  of  gold,  filled  with  jewels  that  sparkle 
like  the  eternal  stars ;  and  the  welcome  will  be  uttered  by  the  Son 
of  man,  who  will  say  "  Well  done  thou  good  and  faithful  servant ; 
thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  little,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over 
much."     Come  up  tired  old  saint, — Come    up  and  rest. 
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[The  next  address  was  by  the  Rev.  1.  G.  Hall,  (jf  the  Presbyteriau 
church,  of  Kenton,  O.  Mr.  Hall  was  also  brought  up  under  Dr.  Good- 
willie's  ])astoral  care  at  Liberty.  He  is  another  child  of  the  church, 
another  of  the  sous  of  Liberty.     His  address  will  .speak  for  itself.  ] 
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By  REV.  I.  G.  HALL. 


;HEN  I  first  received  an  invitation  to  be  present  on  this  oc- 
casion, I  supposed  it  would  be  a  sad  meeting,  one  in 
which  sorrow  would  be  the  prominent  feature;  but  it  is 
not.  There  is  more  joy  than  sorrow  in  our  coming  togetlier,  there 
is  something  sad  in  the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation.  We 
hate  to  see  the  associations  of  years  broken  up,  the  ties  of  friendship 
made  less  binding.  To-day  we  are  reminded  of  the  shortness  of  life, 
and  the  transitory  character  of  all  its  affairs.  Change  is  the  law  of 
life.  We  must  go  away  from  this  life  to  see  one,  "  who  is  the  same 
yesterday,  to-day,  and  forever  ;" — and  in  our  restlessness  we  demand 
a  change  in  our  affairs,  day  after  day.  Looking  at  it  in  this  way,  this 
is  a  sorrowful  meeting.  Let  us  look  at  the  cheerful  side.  Our  Pas- 
tor has  much  to  rejoice  over  to-day.  Few  of  as  can  retain 
our  first  positions  till  age  or  honorable  death  releases  us.  Few  of 
us  can  so  hold  our  power  over  friends  and  people,  that  our  influence 
shall  increase  with  the  years,  and  satisfy  the  new  demands  that  the 
increasing  years  make  upon  it.  Entering  upon  our  duties  in  com- 
parative youth,  and  holding  on  till  honorable  age,  the  portal  through 
which  we  pass  from  the  workshop,  in  which  God  has  placed  us,  it  is 
sweet  to  receive  the  reward  for  work  done  in  the  "  eleventh  hour  ;" 
but  sweeter  far  to  receive  the  reward  for  the  early  hour  of  the  day 
and  for  work  done  during  the  heat  of  noon.  The  minister  should 
be  happy,  who  can  look  forward  and  say,  "  The  children  I  baptize, 
the  men  and  women  whom  I  marry,  shall  be  the  strong  members 
of  my  flock,  and  to  their  children's  children  I  shall  be  pastor." 

Father  Goodwillie  need  not  took  forward  to  this  but  he  can  look 
backward  and  say,  "  thus  it  has  been  to  me."     And  looking  back 
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over  a  well  spent  life,  lie  can  say  with  Paul,  a2)preciatiug  his  words, 
"  I  have  fought  the  good  fight,  I  have  kept  the  faith  ;  henceforth 
there  is  laid  up  a  crown,  which  the  Lord,  the  Righteous  Judge,  shall 
give  rae."  Such  is  a  beautiful  ending  of  a  beautiful  life.  And  to 
the  congregation,  there  is  much  here  for  congratulation  and  joy. 
To  be  able  to  say,  "  Here  is  a  man  of  God,  who  was  our  fathers" 
and  our  fathers'  father's  pastor  is  worth  much,  and  has  an  increased 
value  in  this  day  of  change.  It  is  worth  much  to  watch  him  in  his 
declining  years,  and  when  he  dies  to  place  a  monument  over  him, 
with  the  plain  inscription  ''  OUR  PASTOR,"  and  to  have  him 
lie  till  the  resurrection  morning,  among  the  honored  dead,  whom 
he  has  buried  in  the  Lord.  We  may  have  followed  him  but  poorly, 
yet  there  is  a  lesson  of  patience  taught  us  by  the  exj^erience  of  the 
last  fifty  years.  In  the  work,  which  God  gives  us  to  do,  how  im- 
patient we  get !  We  think  we  are  not  exercising  the  influence 
we  ought  to  exert.  We  say,  how  many  words  w^e  must  speak,  how 
many  deeds  we  must  do,  that  seem  to  be  lost. — seed  fallen  by  the 
wayside,  and  carried  off  by  an  enemy  ;  but  we  find  at  last  that  the 
bread  cast  upon  the  water  returns  to  us  sometime. 

In  that  beautiful  Island  of  "  Sometime,"  how  many  little  boats 
do  we  find,  Avhich  we  supposed  were  lost  on  the  "  ocean  of  life." 
I  read  not  long  ago  a  little  poem,  which  pictured  the  trials  and  la- 
bors of  a  teacher.  The  day's  work  was  done,  the  pupils  had  all  gone 
home,  the  tired  teacher  leans  his  head  upon  his  desk  and  weeps  over 
the  waywardness  of  his  pupils,  but  a  vision  comes  to  him  to  comfort 
him.  One  was  addressing  a  throng  in  Senate  Hall,  and  he  recog- 
nized the  speaker  as  his  dullest  pupil.  A  church  comes  up  before 
him,  and  the  man  of  God,  "  dispensing  words  of  grace,"  was  his 
worst  boy.  A  home  appeared,  and  the  the  mother,  one  of  his  way- 
ward girls,  was  speaking  to  her  children,  of  "  duty's  golden  rule," 
and  used  the  same  words,  "  he  used  at  school."  The  vision  passed, 
and  the  teacher  went  home  singing,  "  After  many  days." 

This  is  not  a  vision  to  our  dear  pastor.  He  looks  over  this  vast 
ct)ngregation  to-day,  and  sees  here  and  there,  persons,  for  -whom  he 
supposed  he  labored  in  vain,  who  have  come  from  the  North,  the 
South,  the  East  and  the  West,  to  do  him  honor  at  the  "  golden  wed- 
ding/' with  his  church,  the  wife  of  his  youth.    And  this  is  but  an  earn- 
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est  of  a  better  day,  of  a  more  permanent  reunion,  when  the  eight 
hundred  souls,  which  he  has  gathered  into  tlie  church  here,  a  vyhole 
regiment  of  soldiers  of  the  cross,  shall  meet  him,  and  shall  follow  him 
with  a  joyful  march,  through  the  golden  streets,  to  the  throne  of 
God,  to  whom  he  shall  say,  "  Here  am  I,  and  the  children  thou 
hast  given  me."  Let  us  learn  a  lesson  of  faithfulness.  In  a  room 
in  the  Vatican  is  a  picture  of  the  Transfiguration.  The  demoniac 
boy  is  struggling  in  his  father's  arms,  the  women  kneeling,  as  if  in 
prayer,  the  jeering  crowd  making  sport  of  the  disciples,  and  the  dis- 
appointed disciples  chagrined  with  their  failure.  This  was  what 
was  going  <m  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  What  Avas  at  the  top  ? 
There  were  the  faithful  disciples,  looking  at  Jesus,  Moses  and  Elias 
clothed  with  raiment  whiter  than  the  light, — Oh  !  if  ive  are  faithful 
at  the  foot,  toe  irill  soon  go  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  where  the  taber- 
nacles are  built,  and  the  good  remain  forever  ivith  the  Lord.  There 
is  no  room  for  sorrow  to-day.  Father  (Toodwillie  has  reached 
the  autumn  of  life.  Beautiful  as  our  autumn  has  been  on  account  of 
its  variegated  colors,  he  stands  beneath  this  tree,  which  has  been  a 
cool  shade  to  so  many  weary  souls,  and  as  we  see  the  golden  leaves 
fall  to  the  ground,  leaves  of  memory;  we  gather  them  ;  we  varnish 
them  with  the  hands  of  love,  we  weave  them  into  beautiful  wreaths, 
and  hang  them  in  the  halls  of  memory,  where  they  shall  remain 
forever.     God  be  blessed  for  this  dav  and  its  associations. 
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[Here  THE  Rev.  D.  S.  Kennedy  rose  abruptly,  and  addressing 
the  Committee  of  arrangements,  in  a  deprecating  tone,  said,  that 
they  had  either  intentionally,  or  inadvertently  assigned  him  the  most 
disadvantageous  place  on  the  programme.  They  had  given  Brother 
Hall  the  benefit  of  the  last  speech,  and  Hall,  he  said,  had  improved 
his  opportunity  to  display  his  elocution,  in  a  beautiful  commingling  of 
the  logical,  with  the  poetical  and  rhetorical,  and  thereby  utterly  eclipsed 
the  masterly  eflTorts  of  the  morning,  in  which  he  had  sought  to  mag- 
nify the  office  assigned  him  by  his  Old  Friends,  He  claimed  the  priv- 
ilege of  trying  again,  and  as  the  last  speech  should  be  the  best,  he  was 
determined  that  by  one  powerful  effort  he  would  retrieve  his  lost  hon- 
ors. Turning  to  the  audience  he  said,' he  was  greatly  embarrassed  by 
the  fact  that  he  did  not  know  what  to  say.  He  was  determined  however 
to  speak,  and  would  throw  himself  on  the  inspiration  of  the  occasion.] 

i^HIS,  my  friends,  (he  continued)  is  one  of  the  sad  days  in  our 
congregational  history,  one  from  which  we  look  back  into 
the  memories  of  the  buried  past  with  mingling  emotions  of 
joy  and  sadness,  and  forward  into  the  unexplored  and  unrevealed 
future  with  doubts  and  fears.  To-day  our  revered  pastor,  lays  down 
his  shepherd's  crook,  to  seek  the  rest  and  retirement  demanded  by 
his  increasing  years  ;  and,  brethren,  we  cannot  refrain  from  express- 
ing our  anxiety  and  solicitude  concerning  the  condition  and  cir- 
cumstances which  may  contribute  to  the  outward  peace  of  our  retir- 
ing pastor,  and  his  most  estimable  wife,  who  has  so  fully  and  faith- 
fully contributed  her  share  towards  the  remarkable  success  of  his 
long  life  of  usefulness  among  us ;  and  now  if  we  could  only  draw 
the  easy  chair  to  the  peaceful  hearth  stone,  or  spread  the  downy 
couch  for  their  weary  limbs,  or  at  least  help  the  dear  old  lady  to 
smooth  the  pillow^  for  the  head  of  age,  (  here  holding  up  a  minia- 
ture pillow,  in  the  latest  style  and  literally  crammed  with  "  green- 
backs," he  turned  to  Mrs.  G.,  saying, )  I  am  authorized  by  this 
congregation  to  present  this,  as  a  pledge  of  their  unchanging  con- 
cern for  your  future  comfort  and  welfare  in  life.  Please  receive  it. 
Although  small  you  will  find  it  well  filled,  not  with  feathers  pluck- 
ed from  the  birds  of  Paradise,  but  feathers  which  may  "  take  to 
themselves  wings  and  fly  away  like  an  eagle  towards  heaven." 
(Turning  again  to  the  congregation,  he  continued.) 
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t'rieucls ;  Times  avo  ciianged  with  us  now ;  Dr.  David  Good- 
willie  i?  no  longer  pastor  of  Liberty  congregation  ;  and  although  he 
has  been  earnest,  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  in  his  past;  although 
we  have  had  such  implicit  confidence  in  his  integrity,  that  when  he 
was  fairly  started  in  his  morning  sermon,  we  could  sleep,  O 
so  peacefully !  confident  that  every  word  would  be  orthodox  and  in 
the  right  place  ;  ( laughter )  For  all  that,  brethren,  it  "is  impossible 
for  us  to  divine  the  future;  and  while  I  would  be  sorry  to  awaken 
needless  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  any,  I  know  that  it  is  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  this  entire  community,  that  the  Old  Gentleman 
will  bear  watching ;  indeed  that  he  should  be  watched,  and  therefore 
it  is  resolved  that  he  shall  be  Watched,  (  Here  holding  up  a  mag- 
nificent gold  stem-winding  repeater,  he  turned  to  the  pastor  )  Dear- 
ly loved  pastor,  receive  this  as  a  token  of  the  inexpressible  regard 
of  this  people,  assured  that  they  will  be  constant  observers  of  your 
life,  until  its  fading  sunlight  shall  become  obscured  by  the  shadows 
of  the  night  of  death.  ( The  pastor  exhibiting  great  emotion  the 
speaker  consoled  him  by  saying, )  "  Father,  you  may  just  as  well 
subm  it  in  the  spirit  of  meekness.  The  children  loill  have  their  orvn  iray 
sometimes,  and  we  are  provided  against  every  emergency,  ( producing 
a  heavy  gold  chain, )  and  I  am  advised  by  those  who  have  good 
reason  to  know  you  well,  that  we  had  better  chain  you  now,  (  here 
he  presented  the  chain )  while  we  have  you  in  our  power,  lest  you 
become  refractory  under  less  favorable  circumstances.  In  the  name 
of  them  all  I  bid  you  farewell.  May  the  blessing  of  God  be  upon 
you  and  yours. 


[  This  new  departure  from  the  programme  so  happily  inaugurated 
by  Mr.  Kennedy,  occupied  a  large  part  of  the  afternoon,  and  gift  after 
gift  was  bestowed  by  a  grateful  people  upon  the  happy  old  pastor  and 
his  esteemed  wife.  These  gifts  were  very  valuable  in  themselves, 
but  ten  thousand  times  more  precious  as  the  expression  of  affection  and 
love,  that  words  could  not  tell. 

Mr.  Kennedy  had  no  sooner  taken  his  seat,  than  Miss  Mary  Slem- 
mens  arose,  and  iu  a  very  happy  manner  presented  Mrs.  Goodwillie 
with  a  valual)le  gold  ring,  as  a  token  of  affection,  from  lady  friends. 
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The  Rev.  W.  T.  McCouuell  present  pastor  of  Poland  congregation,  a 
former  part  of  Mr.  Goodwillie's  charge,  now  arose  and  spoke  in  behalf 
of  that  congregation.  The  speech  was  good,  and  as  will  be  seen  very 
happy  in  its  conclusion.  We  must  however,  injustice  to  Mr.  G.,  say, 
that  when  he  submitted  to  be  ohamed,  he  did  not  know  that  he  was  to 
be  caned.  ] 


By  KEY.  W.  T.  McCONl^ELL. 


^HERE  is  such  a  disposition  in  the  human  raind  to  engross 
itself  with  the  present,  or  to  penetrate  the  future,  that  it 
is  only  under  extraordinary  circumstances  or  special  iuflu. 
ences,  that  it  Avill  stop  to  survey  the  past.  Many  are  more  eager 
to  carve  out  the  statues  of  their  own  eminence,  than  to  look  after 
those  models  of  excellence  which  must  ever  remain  the  admiration 
of  the  moral  and  intellectual  world.  They  are  so  intent  on  blow- 
ing the  burning  embers  which  their  own  minds  have  kindled,  they 
forget,  or  do  not  care,  to  stir  the  ashes  of  the  noble  past,  which,  often 
emit  sparks  of  fire,  whose  heat  has  warmed  some  of  the  mightiest 
nations  of  earth,  and  whose  light  has  illumined  some  of  the  darkest 
regions  of  horrid  cruelty.  This  being  true,  it  is  certainly  most  de- 
lightful to  see  so  many  persons  present  to-day,  to  have  their  hearts 
warmed  by  the  spark  of  fire,  the  fire  of  love  and  sympathy,  stirred 
from  the  ashes  of  half  a  century,  and  while  we  behold,  the  sublime 
language  of  the  prophet,  that  was  caught  up,  and  echoed  back  cen- 
turies after  by  the  apostles,  seemes  to  strike  the  ^olian  harp-strings 
of  our  own  souls,  and  to  send  a  thrill  of  harmonious  sounds  through 
our  whole  being,  until,  as  if  by  inspiration  we  re-echo  "  How 
beautiful  upon  the  mountains,  are  the  feet  of  him  who  bringeth  good 
tidings,  that  publisheth  peace,  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good, 
that  publisheth  salvation,  that  saith  unto  Zion,  thy  God  reigneth." 
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But  philosophers  tell  us,  that  in  nature  the  beautiful  and  the  use- 
ful are  intimately  connected,  and  one  does  not  need  to  be  a  very  close 
observer,  to  be  convinced  that  this  is  equally  true,  in  the  moral 
world.  The  individual  is,  at  least  entitled  to  the  name  of  benefac- 
tor, whose  words  and  actions,  are  in  the  saine  way  productive  of 
good  to  those  with  whom  he  stands  connected.  But,  if  a  few  good 
words,  and  beautiful  actions  give  a  man  the  name  of  benefactor,  to 
what  abundant  honor  is  he  entitled,  whose  humble,  yet  dignified 
and  most  excellent  words,  and  actions,  as  an  embassador  of  Jesus 
Christ,  are  strewn  along  the  pathway  of  half  a  century? 

I  come  then,  to-day,  to  represent  a  people,  the  people  of  Poland 
congregation,  who  would  cast  their  mite  upon  the  ever  increasing 
heap  of  honor  to  the  venerable  servant  of  our  blessed  Master,  who 
half  a  century  since,  began  preaching  to  them  and  their  fathers. 
To-d«y,  they  brush  the  ashes  of  the  past,  that  marks  their  youthful 
days,  when  lo !  they  find  still  kindled  and  glowing  in  their  hearts, 
kind  words  of  exhortation  and  counsel,  that  fell  upon  them  like 
well  directed  Gospel  arrows,  shot  by  the  Spirit's  bow.  There  those 
words  have  remained  through  all  these  long  years,  *'  like  the  im- 
pression of  the  daguerreotype  on  the  polished  steel,"  undimmed  by 
the  wear  of  years  of  care,  and  rendered  even  more  beautiful  by  se- 
vere temptation  and  trial.  These  look  out  over  the  world  and,  ob- 
serving the  great  mass  of  mankind,  groping  their  way  in  the  dark, 
or,  if  possible,  still  worse,  "skimming  along  the  surface  of  the  great 
ocean  of  truth  and  eternal  principles,"  satisfied  with  what  truth  the 
prince  of  darkness  mingles  with  error,  to  make  it  more  palatable,  and 
administers  through  the  agency  of  the  so-called  liberal  and  popular 
preachers  of  the  present  age.  It  is  no  feigned  "thank  God,"  that  is 
felt  deep  down  in  their  hearts,  as  they  remember  this  same  ven- 
erable servant,  who,  aged  only  in  wisdom  and  piety,  came  among 
them,  by  the  Spirit's  aid,  to  enstamp  upon  their  opening  minds  and 
suseejitible  hearts,  not  the  wisdom  of  man,  not  the  fascinations  of 
error,  but  the  gospel  of  love,  the  glad  tidings  of  Jesus  Christ.  They 
tell  us  not  of  the  great  and  popular  pulpit  orator  of  their  days,  who 
could  raise  his  stentorian  voice,  and  roll  his  rounded  periods  out 
upon  his  congregation,  ringing  sentences  that  "  echoed  back  and  up 
like  the  ocean  tones  of  the  sea,"  and  just  as  hollow.  They  tell  us  not 
of  his  dazzling,  ethereal  philosophy  which  claimed  the  mind  only  ; 
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but  they  speak  of  his  mild  pleading  eloquence,  that  was  kindled  by 
the  torch  of  divine  love,  fanned  to  a  flame  by  the  Spirit's  breath  ; 
they  speak  of  his  words  of  wisdom,  that  reached  the  conscience, 
and  were  blessed  to  the  saving  of  the  soul ;  they  tell  of  his  power 
that  lay  in  the  skillful  use  of  that  weapon  which  the  head  of  the 
church  gave  to  his  disciples,  to  be  used  as  "  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation." 

And  we,  who  coming  after  him,  walk  over  the  fields  he  hath 
sowed  with  the  seed  of  divine  truth,  and  observe  that  seed  grow- 
ing up  in  human  hearts,  expanding  into  the  flowers  and  fruits  of 
self-denying  duty,  are  also  ready,  in  this  year  of  jubilee,  to  cast  our 
expressions  of  sincere  gratitude  upon  the  heap  of  honor.  Had  we 
ever  doubted  the  gospel  of  Christ  was  "  the  power  of  God  unto  sal- 
vation to  every  one  that  believeth,"  the  permanent  results  of  the  Dr's 
early  ministry  would  forever  expel  all  such  doubts  from  our  minds. 
Here  then  brethren  we  have  living,  tangible  evidence,  that  unless 
we  too,  emj)loy  this  ''  power  of  God,"  this  gospel  of  Christ,  in  God's 
way,  we  but  strike  at  the  Upas  root  of  corruption,  "  hardened,  inter- 
twisted, rockfixed  like  a  Gordiau  knot  of  snakes,"  with  the  toy  as 
of  a  child;  we  but  dam  back  a  victorious  sea  of  infidelity,  with  dykes 
of  sand,  we  but  attempt  to  heal  the  diseases  of  the  soul,  by  an  em- 
piricism which  renders  it  more  obstinate  and  virulent;  we  but  light 
up  the  sunless  cavern  of  the  heart,  with  a  sickly  taper;  we  but  thrust 
a  dwarf's  arm  among  the  spokes  of  that  tremendous  wheel  of  evil, 
that  still  goes  thundering  and  crashing  over  the  hearts,  the  hopes 
and  the  homes  of  men.  With  this  poiver,  rightly  under- 
stood, and  properly  used,  our  own  living  souls  are  not  only  brought 
into  communion  and  harmony  with  God  in  Christ,  but  are  also  in 
possession  of  a  sweet  and  holy  power,  so  that  they  may  go  forth  con- 
quering and  to  conquer,  until  the  wilderness  and  solitary  place 
shall  be  glad,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice,  and  blossom  as  the  rose. 

Fifty  years  ago,  Dr.  Goodwillie  began  preaching  to  the  people 
of  Poland  congregation,  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
as  their  present  pastor.  At  that  time  they  numbered  124 
members;  and  were  able  to  dig  out  of  the  earth,  and  hew  out  of 
the  forest,  enough  gospel  funds  to  pay  for  preaching  only  one-third 
time,  or  every  third  Sabbath;  but   they  worked    out  the  other  two-' 
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thirds  on  Sabbath-day,  and  got  to  hear  their  pastor  preach  every,  or 
nearly  every  Sal:)bath ;  and  by  working  out  the  other  two-thirds  on 
Sabbath,  you  will  only  understand  me  to  say  they  would  ride  across 
those  terrible  hills  along  the  Mahoning  valley  and  all  the  way  to 
Deer  Creek,  or  here  to  Liberty,  to  hear  him  on  those  days  he  preach- 
ed to  those  congregations.  Or,  if  they  had  no  way  of  riding,  they 
were  pretty  sure  to  watch  their  chance  and  wa^/c,  for  hear  him  they 
must.  The  length  of  time  of  this  arrangement,  and  his  release  from 
Poland  congregation,  in  1859,  the  Dr.  has  stated  in  his  historical 
sketch.  Since  then,  and  previous  to  my  installment,  two  years  since, 
Poland  has  enjoyed  the  pastoral  ser^^ices  of  Revs,  J.  M.  Henderson 
and  T.  W.  Winter.  She  has  passed  through  the  fire  of  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, until  at  present  she  numbers  but  one-half  as  many 
members  as  she  did  when  the  Dr.  wus  installed  her  pastor,  in  1826. 
Among  her  present  members  we  find  one,  the  widow  of  Wm.  IjOw- 
ry,  who  was  a  member  when  the  Dr  was  installed,  and  in  Mahon- 
ing branch  of  my  charge,  I  find  two  others,  Messers  Robert  Imbrie 
and  James  R.  Cowden,  Avho  were  members  at  that  time.  But  the 
children  of  the  second  generation,  rise  up  and  call  him  blessed  wdio 
was  faithful  to  them,  as  an  embassador  of  Jesus  Christ,  when  they 
were  the  young  and  tender  lambs  of  his  flock.  Father  Goodwillie,  your 
children  are  among  my  strong  fathers  and  mothers,  and  although  you 
may  have  gone  forth,  Ijearing  the  precious  seed  among  them,  and 
often  weeping  and  saying  with  the  prophet,  "  ^vho  hath  believed  our 
report,"  yet,  we  come  to-day  bearing  with  us  the  precious  fruit,  and 
rejoicing  in  them  as  true,  noble,  large  hearted  and  liberal  pocket- 
ed christians.  Oh,  we  thank  God,  and  take  courage  from  these  an- 
niversaries, for  they  come  like  Spirit  messengers,  laden  with  "  good 
cheer,"  to  the  faithful,  the  oft  discouraged  embassador  of  Christ, 
telling  all  to  laI)or  on,  for  their  "  labor  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the 
Lord."  But  seventeen  of  those  who  were  members  of  Poland,  when 
the  Dr.  was  released  in  1859,  are  living  within  our  bounds  at  present; 
of  others  than  these  we  have  no  knowledge.  But  deep  down  in  the 
hearts  of  these,  there  lives  a  true  regard,  a  sincere  affection,  for  him 
whose  faithful  ministry  we  celebrate  to-day: — a  regard,  an  affectiouj 
not  so  deep  down,  however,  that  it  never  riseth  to  the  surface — in 
token  of  which,  a  few  of  these,  present  and  former  members  of  Po- 
land congregation,  put  in  my  hand  a  handsome  cane,  with  which  to 
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n.ake  an  impression  of  tlieir  affection,  on  the  Dr.  It  is  a  o-old- 
headed  cane,  headed  of  the  purest  of  metals,  significant  of  the  puri- 
ty of  him,  who  is  the  "rod  and  staff"  of  the  soul.  It  is  beautifully 
chased,  significant  of  the  "  beauty  of  holiness,"  with  which  he  cloth- 
es his  ''  people  in  the  day  of  his  power."  It  bearstthe  inscription, 
"  Presented  to  Rsy.  David  Goodwillie,  D.D.,  by  a  few  present  and 
former  members  of  Poland  congregation."  And,  on  a  card  at- 
tached to  it,  are  tiie  names  and  compliments  of  these  friends- 
Mr.  Geo.  Dickson,  Mr.  John  Stewart,  Mrs.  Sam'l  McBride, 
Mr.  B.  Harris  McBride,  Mr.  James  J.  Dowry,  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Hous- 
ton, Mr.  James  R.  Cowden,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Cowden,  Mr.  ^Ym.  S. 
(xeddes,    Mr.  Robert  Dowry,     and  Jolin  Co^vden,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Goodwillie,  hi  behalf  of  these  friends,  allow  me  to  present 
you  with  this  cane,  and  while  it  shall  be  the  staff  of  your  body,  may 
the  "  Chief  Shepherd  "  ever  remain  the  staff  of  your  soul. 
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[  Mr,  Johu  Stewart,  au  elder  of  Poland  cougregation,  now  took  the 
stand,  and  in  a  short  pointed  address,  on  behalf  of  the  friends  of  Poland 
presented  the  retiring  pastor  with  a  handsome  roll  of  bills,  leaving  no 
room  to  doubt  that,  in  one  way  at  least,  he  is  a  zealous  supporter  of  the 
"  Greenback  movement." 

But  there  was  substantial  evidence  on  that  memorable  day,  that  the 
retii'ing  pastor  was  highly  appreciated,  not  only  by  his  own  people,  but 
also  by  the  whole  community.  All  who  knew  him — members  of  other 
churches  and  non-professors,  have  ever  held  him  in  high  esteem.  AVe 
doubt  whether  there  is  another  man  in  this  part  of  the  State,  more  gen- 
erally respected  and  beloved.  As  a  testimonial  of  the  regard  in  which 
he  is  held  by  his  fellow-men,  as  friends  and  neighbors,  a  large  sum  of 
money  was  presented  him,  on  this  occasion,  by  those  outside  his  pastoral 
charge.  They  assigned  the  pleasant  duty  of  making  the  presentation,  to 
Rev.  D.  H.  Evans,  of  the  1st  Presbyterian  church,  Youngstown. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Evans'  address.] 
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ol 


BY  REV.  D.  H.  EVAIN^S. 


rv  re- 


?E  SEEM  now  to  have  reached  the  place  for  vokintar\  _ 
marks,  and  perhaps  therefore  I  may  be  allowed  the  priv- 
ilege of  saying  a  few  words.  When  I  entered  the  honse 
this  morning,  I  felt  somewhat  like  an  intruder ;  but  very  soon  my 
cordial  brother  Wallace  urged  me  on  to  the  platform,  and  here  I 
have  been  sitting  heartily  enjoying,  so  far,  all  that  has  been  said  and 
done.  I  have  my  connection  with  another  church,  yet  one  quite 
intimately  connected  in  history  Avith  this. 

The  influence  of  this  good  man  has  been  spoken  of;  but  that  in- 
fluence has  not  been  confined  to  this  field  of  his  labors.  It  is  a  law 
of  light,  that  it  radiates  in  every  direction,  so  with  his  life.  My 
church  is  indebted,  and  other  churches  are  indebted,  and  this  whole 
community,  and  distant  regions  are  indebted  to  this  faithful  minis- 
ter. Kow  I  hold  in  uiy  hand  a  tribute  of  respect,  from  this  outside 
element.  We  make  no  insinuation  about  the  future  danger  to  which 
our  brother  may  be  exposed,  nor  to  any  present  feebleness  or 
need  of  support,  but  this  is  given  as  an  oflering  of  gratitude.  My 
brother,  accept  it  as  a  token  of  the  good  report  you  have  had  among 
them  that  are  without. 
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[  Mr.  Goodwillie  aiul  his  good  wife  were  so  completely  overcome  by 
these  many  demonstrations  of  kindness,  that  to  respond  in  words  was 
impossible.  A  very  feeling  response  was  however  made  on  their  be- 
half by  their  son,  the  Rev.  D.  H.  Goodwillie,  as  follows  :] 


BY  KEY.  D.  H.  GOODWILLIE. 


(^Sfe|*#^R.  CHAIRMAN  :  Permit  me  on  behalf  of  my  Father  and 
«  \  %  Mother,  to  say  a  word  to  all  these  kind  friends.  I  hope 
^Pl^W  they  will  not  consider,  that  because  my  dear  parents  are 
silent,  they  do  not  appreciate  this  kindness  :  their  feelings  are 
too  deep  to  attempt  any  reply.  These  gifts  were  unnecessary  to  con- 
vince them  of  your  affection,  but  they  accept  them  as  fresh  tokens 
of  a  love  that  has  long  existed,  and  shall  last  forever.  And  now  as  the 
shadows  of  their  life's  evening  are  stretching  farther  and  farther  on, 
the  precious  memories  of  this  day  will  refresh  their  hearts,  in  many 
a  lonely  hour.  I  shall  not  multiply  words— this  presentation  is  al- 
most as  unexpected  to  me  as  to  them.  For  my  Father,  and  on  be- 
lialf  of  all  the  members  of  his  family,  I  thank  you  for  all  your  kind- 
ness to  us,  in  the  land  of  the  living. 


[Rev.  Dr.  J.  T.  Cooper  being  then  called  on,  arose  and  delivered  a 
brief  but  excellent  address,  of  which  the  following  can  give  the  reader 
but  a  very  imperfect  idea,  being  supplied  from  memory.] 
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JlddmU 


BY  RET.  DR.  J.  T.  COOPER. 


;^&f;;T  IS  not  my  intention  to  add  any  thing  by  way  of  eulogy;  I 
A  'j  think  my  worthy  brother  has  received  as  much  of  that  as  he 
^pb  can  stand.  Indeed,  it  has  been  with  me  a  matter  of  won- 
der, how  so  modest  a  man  as  he,  has  been  able  to  bear  up,  under  all 
the  expressions  of  commendation  and  good  will  that  he  has  received. 
Itwcukl  have  been  too  much  for  me,  and  I  know  that  he  is  a  far 
more  modest  man  than  I  am.  I  shall  only  say  that  my  heart  is  in 
cordial  sympathy  with  this  meeting,  and  I  am  right  glad  that  I  came 
here. 

My  purpose  in  rising  is  to  invite  you  all  to  attend  a  convention 
of  the  ministers  and  members,  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
that  is,  within  a  few  days,  to  be  held  in  the  Second  Church,  of  Alle- 
gheny. It  is  important  that  such  a  gathering  as  we  have  had  here 
to-day,  should  be  attended  with  practical  results.  The  object  of 
tliat  convention  is,  to  have  the  church  awakened  to  a  deeper  sense 
of  her  responsibilities,  and  to  seek  after  a  spirit  of  greater  consecra- 
tion to  Christ.  It  was  appointed  at  a  centennial  meeting  lately 
held  at  Canonsburgh,  at  which  it  was  my  privilege  to  be  present,  and 
this  appointment  was  made,  when  the  hearts  of  brethren  seemed  to 
be  very  deeply  impressed.  I  trust  that  brethren  in  this  section  of 
the  church,  will  give  this  call,  originating  on  such  an  occasion,  a 
cordial  response,  and  I  can  assure  them  that  they  will  receive  in 
the  city  ^f  Allegheny,  a  cordial  welcome. 

We  have  had  a  most  delightful  gathering,  and  my  prayer  is  that 
these  interesting  exercises,  may  be  attended  with  the  blessing  of 
God,  as  I^am  sure  they  will  long  be  remembered  by  you  all. 

[After  the  address  of  Dr.  Cooper  the  proceedings  of  this  eventful  day 
were  very  fitly  brought  to  a  close,  by  the  singing  of  the  13od  Psalm, 
and  the  Benediction.] 


54 

[  The  following  is  a  report  of  the  Semi-Centennial,  furnished  the 
Yovngstown  Register  and  Tribune,  by  Thomas  H.  Wilson,  cashier  in 
Wick  Brothers  &  Go's  Bank.  He  is  another  of  Father  Goodwillie's 
Spiritual  children,  an  elder  in  the  1st  Presbyterian  Church,  Youngs, 
town,  and  a  very  earnest  and  useful  christian  man,  ] 


"  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  the  writer  to  be  present  at  the  celebration  of  the 
semi-centennial  of  the  pastorate  of  Eev.  David  Goodwillie,  D.  D.,  held  in  his 
church  in  Liberty,  Tuesday  of  this  week.  Although  Dr.  G.  is  in  the  full  posess- 
ion  of  all  his  faculties,  and  there  seems  little  abatement  of  strength,  yet  he  made 
it  the  occasion  of  his  retirement. 

"The  weather  Avas  auspicious,  and,  as  might  have  been  expected,  a  great  num- 
ber of  people  were  in  attendance,  more  indeed  than  could  obtain  admission  into 
the  church  editice.  A  large  number  of  Dr.  (t.'s  old  parishioners  from  his  former 
adjacent  charges,  a  few  coming  from  the  Western  States,  were  present.  The  church 
and  its  approaches  were  befittingly  decorated.  An  evergreen  arch  displaying  in 
large  letters  the  words  "  welcome"  was  placed  over  the  gateway.  Inside  the  aud- 
ience room  were  such  appropriate  mottoes  as  these ;  "  By  the  help  of  God  I  have 
continued  unto  this  day,"  "  Thou  hast  instructed  many,"  "  Not  many  Fathers," 
'' Whose  faith  follow,"  and  in  the  rear  of  the  pulpit  "Our  Pastor,  1825-1875, 
David  Goodwillie." 

"On  the  platform  on  either  side  of  the  retiring  pastor  sat  Revs.  Dr.  Cooper  and 
G.  K.  Ormond,  Aten,  Logue,  McDonald,  McConnell,  Wallace,  Alexander,  Stewart, 
and  Kennedy,  of  the  U.  P.  Church,  Messers.  Evans,  Scott  and  Stockton,  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  Mr.  Kingsbury,  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
the  Discijjle  Church. 

"  Rev.  J.  M.  Wallace,  of  this  place,  presided,  and  after  calling  the  assemblage 
to  order  introduced  the  exercises  with  an  appropriate  address  of  welcome,  after 
which  the  100th  Psalm  was  sung,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Aten  read  Acts  20th,  17th  to  the 
end,  and  a  fervent  pi'ayer  was  oflered  by  Dr.  Cooper,  of  the  U.  P.  Theological  Sem- 
inary, Allegheny.  Dr.  Goodwillie  then  delivered  an  interesting  historical  ad- 
dress, which  I  hope  may  be  published  liereafter.  Although  not  lengthy  it  was 
replete  with  interesting  facts  connected  with  the  early  history  of  the  church,  and 
reminiscences  of  the  first  pastors  and  the  members  who  participated  in  the  organ- 
ization. 

"  At  the  close  of  the  address  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  response  was  made  by 
Rev.  D.  S.  Kennedy,  of  Sewickly,  a  "  Child  of  the  Church."  A.fter  singing  a  part  of 
the  77th  Psalm,  Rev  Mr.  McDonald  read  letters  from  Rev.  J.  B.  McMichael,  of  Bell- 
brook,  O.,  who  was  reared  under  Mr.  G.'s  ministry,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Harsha,  of 
Argyle,  N.  Y.,  long  his  co-presbyter  in  which  was  much  of  pleasant  remin- 
science  and  tender  allusion,  and  as  might  be  expected  highly  eulogistic  of  the  out- 
going pastor. 

"After  singing  a  part  of  P.salm  132d,  Rev.  J.  W.  Logue,  of  Northfield  0., 
for  the  last  thirty  years  a  co-presbyter  of  D.  G.  made  an  excellent  short  address, 
taking  occasion  in  closing  to  pay  a  feeling  tribute  to  the    worth   aud  goodness  of 


I 


55 

Mrs.  Goodwillie,  who  for  the  hast  forty-nine  yf-ars  has  been  the  retiring  pastor's 
partner  in  joy  and  sorrow,  and  has  in  so  many  ways  contributed  to  his  usefulness 
"After  singing  a  part  of  the  78th  Psalm,  an  internussion  washad  of  an  hour 
and  a  quarter.  The  good  people  of  tlie  congregation  had  provided  a  bountiful 
basket  lunch,  and  the  time  was  pleasantly  spent.  Old  acquaintanceships  were  re- 
newed and  many  new  ones  formed. 

■'  Upon  the  reassembling  of  the  audience  at  two  o'clock,  after  singing  part  of'the 
24th  Psahn  and  prayer  by  Eev.  Mr.  Evans,  of  Youngstown,  addresses  were  del'iv  - 
ered  by  Eevs.  J.  Alexander,  of  New  Bedford,  and  S.  J.  Stewart,  of  Steubenville 
the  latter  styling  himself,  a  '-grand  Child  of  the  Church,"  his  grandfluher  having 
been  one  of  the  first  two  elders  of  the  Liberty  church.  After  sin^^ino-  Psalm 
"  P.^7i^  fine  address  was  delivered  by  Eev.  Isaac  G.  Hall,  of  Kenton,  0.,''another 
Child  of  the  Church." 

"  But  the  most  interesting  feature  of  the  proceedings  was  yet  to  come.  Upon 
the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Hall's  address,  Eev.  Mr.  Kennedy  arose,  and  in  a  most  fe- 
icitous  manner  presented  Mrs.  Goodwillie  witli  a  pin-cushion  stuffed  with  green- 
backs. Then  addressing  Dr.  Goodwillie  he  said,  in  substance ;  the  people 
elt  that  now_  he  was  released  from  active  duty  he  needed  watching,  at 
the  same  time  in  behalf  of  the  congregation  presenting  him  with  a  handsome  watch 
and  chain.  Eev.  Mr.  McConnell,  of  Poland,  then  took  the  stand  and  gave  a  good 
address,  and  closed  it  very  happily  by  presenting  the  retiring  pastor  with  a  hand- 
some gold-headed  cane,  from  a  few  of  his  old  members  in  Poland,  and  referred 
very  beautifully  to  the  gold  ornamentation.  On  behalf  of  the  ladies  of  the  con 
gregation,  Miss  Mary  Slemmens  then  presented  Mrs.  Goodwillie  with  a  hand- 
some ring.  Col.  John  Stewart,  in  behalf  of  the  Polanders,  also  stepped  forward 
and  handed  him  a  small  package  of  "inflation  greenbacks."  Eev.  Mr  Evans 
of  1  oungstown,  then  arose  and  in  a  very  neat  little  speech  presented  Dr  Good- 
willie with  quite  a  good  sized  roll  of  greenbacks,  which  he  said  was  an  evidence 
that  the  retiring  pastor  "had  a  good  report  of  them  which  are  without ;"  the  pres- 
ent being  from  members  of  other  churches  and  those  having  no  church  con- 
nection. 

"  Eev  D.  H.  Goodwillie,  of  Michigan,  in  behalf  of  his  lather  and  mother  made 
a  suitable  response,  which  although  short  left  little  to  be  said.  It  would  seem 
tliat  this  variation  from  the  programme  was  entirely  unexpected  by  the  pastor 
Ihis  was  quite  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  was  visibly  overcome  by  these  tokens 
ol  regard  from  his  people  and  neighbors. 

"Dr  Cooper,  of  Allegheny  followed  in  a  few  well  timed  remarks,  and  the  day's 
proceedings  were  brought  to  a  close  with  the  singing  of  the  ]33d  Psalm. 

"  Thus  has  ended  a  remarkable  pastorate.  The  fact  was  more  than  onie  referred 
to  by  thH  speakers  that  Dr.  Goodwillie  has  been  eminently  a  man  of  peace  •  that 
no  difficulties  of  any  moment  have  arisen  in  any  of  the  congregations  under  his 
care  during  his  ministry,  "  the  unity  of  the  Spirithas  been  kept  in  the  bond  of 
peace."  It  may  be  thought  that  because  Dr.  Goodwillie  has  been  fifty-two  years 
a  licensed  minister  that  he  is  old,  but  such  is  not  the  case.  He  is  but  seventy- 
three  and  is  a  well  preserved  man.  Indeed,  the  word  aged  so  often  applied  to  him 
during  the  day,  seemed  to  me  somewhat  out  of  place.  I  have  good  reason  to  believe 
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that  the  glowing  euloghin.s  bestowed  upon  him  in  his  hearing,  and  the  ovation 
which  was  given  him  .o  heartilv  and  enthusiastically,  were  in  a  measure  trying 
to  him;  vet  he  stood  it  noblv,  "  and  the  half  was  not  told."  That  "  his  bow  may 
long  abide  in  strength,  and  the  arms  of  his  hands  be  made  strong  by  the  hands  of 
the  Mighty  God  of  Jacob,"  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  one  who  was  raised  under  his 
ministrv." 
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